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Dear Church Family,   

      

 Paul’s letter to the Philippian Christians is one of my favorite 
books in the Bible.  Unlike other letters he writes, Paul is not  
dealing with heresy in the church nor is he writing a tightly woven 
theological essay.  He is writing to people he is proud of, followers 
of Christ who are doing pretty well.  To be sure, Paul does refer to 
some of the difficulties of the Christian life.  Being persecuted for 
one's faith, for example, is addressed.  But, on the whole, the tone 
of the letter is positive and filled with the joy that Paul feels for 
the congregation – a joy I echo when I think of our family of faith.  
One of the interesting characteristics of this joyful and uplifting 
letter is that Paul wrote it while in prison, awaiting a trial the  
outcome of which could result in his execution.   

 

 In the mid-first century, Philippi was an important city with a 
rich heritage and distinctive culture, and it is no surprise that Paul 
chose it as the base for his evangelistic work in the region known 
as Macedonia (northern Greece).  We learn about Paul’s first visit 
to Philippi in the book of Acts.  The church he established there  
included the wealthy merchant Lydia and her household, a jailer 
and his family, and perhaps an unnamed slave girl.  Apparently the 
group was meeting in Lydia’s home.  While this was clearly not a  
homogenous social group, God had called each believer from his or 
her place in society to be a part of this local group of believers.  
The Philippian church supported Paul’s missionary efforts in other 
towns and helped him in times of need, even when other churches 
were either unable or unwilling to assist him. 

 

 Affirming the faithful and encouraging our work in Christ is a 
pastoral responsibility that I enjoy in our congregation.  My prayer 
for our church is from the first chapter of Philippians, verses ten 
and eleven: “May we understand what really matters, so that we 
may live pure and blameless lives until Christ returns.  May we  
always be filled with the fruit of our salvation – those good things 
that are produced in our life by Jesus Christ – for this will bring 
much glory and praise to God.” 
      

Yours in Christ, 
        Pastor Steve  



ANGEL TREE EASTER & BIRTHDAYS 

 

 We will once again follow through in 2023 with Easter Baskets and Birthday gifts for 
our Angel Tree children. We’ve been notified that Angel Tree is offering a local Camp  
experience for these children as well this year.  The Angel Tree, adorned with children and 
basket gift selections, will be in Fellowship Hall March 12th & March 19th. 
 

 The Angel Tree team is excited to continue with the Easter outreach and Birthday 
opportunities to give gifts and share the message of Easter to the children and caregivers. 
We want  each of them to know that they are special and loved by our God the Father Lord  
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

 ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

 
 We are asking for your help and prayers to assist us in finding a new Christmas  
Angel Tree Coordinator for 2023. This could be one person, or several working together on 
the various tasks to make the Angel Tree Ministry successful. New possibilities might be  
identified if more people would like to take on smaller (less demanding) responsibilities in 
serving in this ministry. If anyone has been thinking about where they would like to be a 
significant part of an exciting and blessed ministry at Congregation Presbyterian 
Church. This might be the one! 
 

For more information: Please contact Tina Lantz, Patti Mann, or the Church Office. 

 

 If anyone Is interested in seeing more regarding how the CongoPres Angel Tree 
Ministry works (functions) please feel free to contact Tina Lantz and /or join Tina and  
Dianne during the pre-Easter tree set up on Sunday March 19th  and/or  March 26th in the 
Fellowship Hall. 



Union Gospel Mission’s LC Valley Update, January 2023 
(edited by Pastor Steve for the LINK) 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Happy New Year!  Here at Union Gospel Mission, we are excited for what God will do in 2023.  He is 
already faithfully at work, continuing to provide for our every need and bringing people together in  
support of our newest endeavor: the LC Valley’s first clean-and-sober shelter. 
 
Those who have chosen to walk alongside us on this journey have been one of our greatest blessings 
over the past year, and we’re eager to move forward, finish funding the project, and pass that blessing 
along to the hundreds of men, women, and children in need in the greater LC Valley. 
 
Here’s where we’re at: We have already raised over $800K of the $3M we’re asking from the Valley.  
The architectural plans are progressing well, we will soon select our builder, and we have scheduled a 
full calendar of fundraising and informational events starting in March.  Going forward, we will be 
providing monthly updates so that you don’t miss a single step of this exciting journey.  I am certain 
that we will look back on 2023 as a year of profound grace and tremendous teamwork. 
 
Here’s what we need from you: 1) Pray for the details: there is a myriad of decisions that will need to 
be made over the course of the year, and 2) our marketing team has created a brand-new page on our 
website featuring the LC Valley project (you can find it here: www.uniongospelmission.org/lcvalley).  
Please share this page with anyone in your circle who might be edified by joining this endeavor.   
People are finding hope at UGM, and we need your help to prepare a place for those experiencing  
homelessness, abuse, or addiction in the LC Valley. 
 
Finally, let us rest in the words of the Psalmist: “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it 
labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain” (Psalm 
127:1).  The only way ahead is with Him.  We prayerfully submit our plans to the Lord and look forward 
to all that He will do. 
 

Serving together, 
 

Phil Altmeyer 
Executive Director 

http://www.uniongospelmission.org/lcvalley


Upper Room Devotionals for March-April are 

available in Fellowship Hall and the church office.  

We now have both large and small print copies. 

When using the church please remember to: return 

thermostat to original settings, turn off lights, 

and lock up.  Thank you! 

Upcoming Women’s Ministry Events 
 

Saturday April 22nd 

Bunco & Taco’s 

 

Saturday May 13th 

Women’s Tea 

 

Please watch for more information in the April LINK 

and Sunday Bulletin 



9:00am Contemporary Service   
This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our 
talented Song Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is 
available for kids entering Kindergarten thru 5th grade, with 
nursery for the younger ones.   

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn selections and special music  
offerings.  Nursery is available for children 1st grade and younger. 

9:00am and 11:00am Livestream 

The Worship Services are livestreamed on our  

website: www.congopres.org, and can be viewed at any time during the 

following week. 

Matthew 4 : 1 0  

10:00am Combined Service on March 5 

We are offering a Combined Worship Service on the first Sunday of  

February, March, April and May - on these Sundays it will replace the 

regular 9am and 11am Services.  The Service will meet at 10am,  

combining elements of our 9am and 11am services.  Read more about 

the service in this issue’s Pastor’s Letter.  

Jesus said ,  

Wo r s h i p   
th e  Lord your God ,   

and serve h im only.  

http://www.congopres.org


Food Bank Sunday  
March 19th  

These items may be brought to Fellowship Hall and  
deposited in the grocery cart. Donations are taken to the  

Community Action Partnership Food Bank. Thank you!  

Th i s  month 's  needs :  

• Pancake Mix 

• Muffin Mix 

• Syrup 

• Hot Cereal 

• Cold Cereal 

• Macaroni & Cheese 

• Hamburger Helper 

• Chicken Helper 

• Tuna Helper 

• Crackers 

Sunday 

March 12th 



The Women’s Association of Congo/Pres does not collect any dues 

from its members. But the membership is very generous in donating 

money to our treasury.  We distribute these donations at Christmas 

and in May to many charities throughout the Valley.  One of those is 

Meals on Wheels.  Our Association feels so blessed to be supported by 

our members so that we can share with others. Please join us on 

March 13, 2023, at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall as we study the  

Bible through The Silver Chair  by C.S. Lewis.  The discussion is lead 

by Pastor Steve.  Kathy McIntosh and Terri Nester will be the  

co-hostesses for the meeting and Laureen Trail will give the  

devotions.  You don’t have to have read this sixth book in the Narnia 

Series to attend the meeting.  Come for fellowship, refreshment and 

a lively discussion. 
 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

12-Hour Prayer Vigil – April 7th 
6:00am-600pm on April 7th in our Sanctuary. 

Sign up for one-hour time slots in Fellowship Hall or by calling 

the church office. 
 

Good Friday Worship Service – April 7th 
6:00-7:00pm, in our Sanctuary. 

A worship service commemorating the final hours of our  

Lord’s life on earth as he suffered death upon the cross. 
 

Easter Sunday Worship – April 9th 
in our Sanctuary 

9:00am – Contemporary Easter Celebration 

11:00am – Traditional Easter Celebration 
 

Join us between the Easter Services for Brunch (10:00am)  
Our Fellowship and Membership Ministry Teams will serve 

brunch in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Child Care will be provided for all Worship Services 

Worship Services will be live streamed (www.congopres.org) 



Mark your Calendars: March 5th 
Join us monthly as we celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a special 

Happy Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  Stop by this month 

for some cake, coffee & conversation for your special birthday month! 

 

1st  Nick Rawson, Charlotte Higgins, Samantha Franklin  

   & Kinsey Zellerhoff 

3rd  Mike Damon & Derek Katzenberger 

6th  Chris Schrette 

7th  Carol Trautman  

8th  Carolyn Wilson 

9th  Tom Boubel 

10th  Peggy Wilson, David Robertson, Shayne Ashe & Tracy Trotter 

11th  Brooke Wittman 

16th  Brad Peer & Becky Schroeder 

17th  Dustin Hibbard, Ben Williams & Mike Washburn 

19th  Emilyn Sheppard & Jeremiah Coons-Niland 

20th Brenda Hardin 

21st  Dave Aston 

22nd Sarah Emerich 

23rd Galen Bennet & Debbie Blake 

24th Cathy Mannschreck & Lynn Tobin 

25th Orie Kaltenbaugh, Ketcher Van Buren & Michelle McIntosh 

27th Lois Mulkey & Becky Travis 

28th Patti Mann 

29th Carolyn Jones & Tom Eier 

30th Brent Hardin 

31st  Chris Browne & Amber Vega 

On your birthday, 

be filled with Gods unchanging LOVE 

and the GOOD plans he has for you! 



HANDS and FEET:  One of the most worthwhile aspects of the mission committee is assisting friends 
and sisters and brothers in Christ when there is a need.  These are typically short term projects such as 
yard work or moving.  We had the privilege of helping a sister in Christ with moving in February; it was 
apparent that we could use additional help when it comes to “heavy lifting” projects.  If this is something 
you can assist with, and are open to being added to our Hands and Feet group texts and emails, 
please contact Patti Mann at 208-790-0693.   
  
The mission committee invited Kristin Schmidt from Community Action Partnership to share with us the 

services this organization offers.  Kristin thanked our church family for the monthly support that we   

currently offer and gave us a brief recap:  Community Action Partnership is a non-profit organizations 

funded across the United States by federal and local governments, and by private donations. Locally, 

the main office is in Lewiston, but covers the ten northernmost counties in Idaho and Asotin County in 

Washington. Their goal is to help end poverty and help individuals in the community thrive. She         

explained there are four departments which are:  1) Weatherization Program which they assess the  

energy needs for applicants, replace doors, windows, furnace, or weatherize and educate.  2) Housing 

Program which manages 44 affordable-housing units around the Lewis-Clark valley.  3) Energy         

Assistance which assists with bills for heating and cooling needs.  4)  Community Services such as the 

Food Bank gives out food boxes. There is a coaching program to help with homelessness, child care, 

budgeting and mentoring. They partner with the Area Agency on Aging to help with delivery of senior 

meals, housekeeping, and respite for caregivers, and more. They partner with Interlink to provide rides, 

contract with Legal Aid to provide legal assistance; offer Adult Protection services to help disabled and 

vulnerable adults cope and prevent abuse; and they have a residents’ rights advocate for people in 

care facilities.  We are happy to support this valuable resource for our community.   

TOUCHDOWN!!!  GOALS MET! 
Thank you to all of you who participated in our recent 
“Souper Bowl” food drive.  Thanks to your generosity, we 
surpassed our goal of 57 bags.  FINAL count was 83 
GENEROUS “bags” of food.  Food donations were  
sorted and donated to three wonderful causes:  Lewiston 
and Clarkston school districts for the back pack  
program and First Christian Church in Clarkston to  
support the Red Door Kitchen which offers a free meal 
every day.    

The mission committee filled backpacks with essentials 
such as blanket, socks, gloves, washcloth and hand towel 
and toiletries and donated to the Juvenile Correction  
Facility to be given to the young men when released from 
the facility. 



New Staff Position 
 Our church has begun the search for a part-time  

Director of Youth Ministry.  The position description is 

on our website under “Information.”  If you know  

someone for this position, please ask them to contact 

Pastor Steve at the church. 

Easter Lilies 2023 

 

On Easter Sunday, we will be celebrating with lilies, the symbol of transformation.  If you would 
like to donate or lend a lily to grace our sanctuary, please bring it to the church any time  

during the week before Easter.  Please submit this form to the table in fellowship or to the church 
office no later than March 26th. 

 

Please check the box or boxes that apply: 
 

 I will bring my Easter lily to the church sometime during the week  
before Easter. 
 
 I am enclosing $__________ so that the Worship Ministry can  
purchase a lily on my behalf. (Suggested Donation $12) 
 
  I want my lily to be given to a homebound friend after Easter. 
 
  I will take my lily home after the 11:00 a.m. service on Easter Sunday. 
 
  I will give my lily in memory of: _________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Your Name  _________________________________________  Phone ____________________ 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own   
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall  

direct your paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6 



Join Us For Easter Brunch! 



Did you know that childcare is provid-

ed at every service at CongoPres? Our 

nursery is open on Sundays and for all 

worship services! Loving child care for 

infants through age four is provided 

for the Sunday 9:00 a.m. Contempo-

rary Service beginning at 8:50 

a.m.  Your child is welcome to remain 

in the nursery until Fellowship Hour 

ends at 11:00am.  Childcare for ages 

1st grade and younger is available 

during the 11:00 a.m. Traditional  Ser-

vice.   

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re 

invited to  Children’s Church 

each Sunday morning! Come 

to the 9:00 a.m. Worship Ser-

vice and right after the Young 

Disciples time, all kids who are 

in Kindergarten (5 years) 

through Fifth Grade are invited upstairs in Pilgrim Hall for Chil-

dren’s Church!  Each week has a Bible Lesson and fun activities. 

*A note to Parents: Children’s  Church concludes at 10:15 a.m. At 

that time, you may come sign your child(ren) out of Children’s 

Church and take them to the All–Church Fellowship time in Fel-

lowship Hall or allow them to remain upstairs until 10:30 a.m. 

when our child-care providers will take them to the nursery. We 

will not dismiss the children to Fellowship Hall without an adult.   

Who: Any child in the 1st-3rd grades. 

What: Fellowship, games, snacks, and a Bible  

lesson. 

When: Wednesdays from 2:30-5:00 pm. *You 

may arrive anytime between 2:30 and 3:45 pm. 

Lessons starts @ 3:45 and Kids’ Club ends at 5:00 

pm. *NO Kids’ Club 3/29 –SPRING BREAK 

Where: South end of the church building. Use 

outside ramp to enter classroom below the sanc-

tuary.  

In March , we will be talking about, “Last 

Things”. You may read the stories we will be 

discussing in your book on pages; p.270, 

344, 326, and 272 (this is the order of the 

stories in your book). We encourage you to 

engage your child in conversation about 

these exciting lessons. If you need a 

“Growing in God’s Love” book or you would 

like resources to help you follow along at home, please contact 

Mollee Dilling at MolleeD@congopres.org 

Who: Anyone in the 4th or 5th grades. 

What: Games, snacks, Bible lesson, & having 

fun! 

When: Thursdays from 2:30– 5:00 pm. *You 

may arrive anytime between 2:30-3:45 pm.  

Lessons start @ 3:45 and Jolt ends at 5:00 pm. 

*NO JOLT 3/30-SPRING BREAK 

Where: Upstairs in Pilgrim Hall...drop off will be 

in the church parking lot. 

More information about this event will be sent 

out as the date gets closer! Invite your friends 

to come to church on Easter and join in on the 

fun! 

All information regarding camps at Camp Spalding can be 

found on their website (https://campspalding.org). Registration 

opens March 6th. If you need financial assistance there is a  

limited number of scholarships available. You may pick up a 

scholarship form in the church office. 



APRIL LINK DEADLINE IS MONDAY MARCH 20TH 

Articles may be sent via email to annab@congopres.org or 

brought to the church off ice. Articles received past the 

deadline will not be guaranteed submission. 

If you would like to  

Volunteer to help assemble the 

LINK for mailing please come to 

the church off ice on  

Tuesday, March 28th at 9am. 

RECONNECT 
 

 

 Women’s Ministry is starting a new group to 

get ourselves reconnected.  We meet the 1st and 

3rd Thursday of the month from 10am -12pm. 

We will be meeting in the basement of the Admin-

istration Building.  Bring your crafts to work on 

or just come and visit with the ladies of our church 

and community.   
BRING A FRIEND AND  

LETS HAVE SOME FUN!! 



~ 

~

~

Thank you Cliff Matousek for stepping in to give  the message to 

our youth! We look forward to having you back later this month! 

Jo i n us every  
 

Monday ,  Wednesday & Fr i day  
 

at 9am  
 

i n  Fe l l owsh i p Ha l l  No Class:  

Monday March 13th 



March Picks! 

THESE BOOKS WERE  
RECOMMENDED BY THE  

CPC CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 

CPC CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 

MONDAY APRIL 3RD 

10AM IN THE CHAPEL 

OTHER GREAT READS 

Remarkable Creatures 

by Tracy Chevalier 

The Island of the Center of the 

World  

Destined for You 

by Tracie Peterson 

Lost Girl in Paris 

by Diney Costelo 

Theresienstadt Concentration Camp, 1944. ‘I have to go away, my  

darling. Please, be brave, stay alive, for me.’ Mama’s voice breaks. The 

little girl tries to stop the forbidden tears from falling, as the train 

takes her mother, and she is left alone… 

 

Berlin, six years later. Hanni Winter glows with pride as she shows her 

new husband around her first solo photography exhibition. But then she 

sees Freddy’s reaction. His face white, he can’t take his eyes off a photo 

of a young girl around four years old. ‘That’s Renny,’ he whispers, ‘my  

sister, she was taken by the Nazis…’ 

 

Hoping against hope to find his missing sister, Freddy draws Hanni into a 

dangerous trip across a war-torn wasteland. She wants so much to  

support the man she loves, but returning to Theresienstadt, the camp 

that still haunts her nightmares, is asking the impossible. 
 

When she steps through the black and white entrance archway, Hanni’s 

unbearable memories of the uprooted, trapped prisoners return  

immediately. And when her arrival brings her face to face with the man 

she ran from, has every step she made since her escape been in vain? 

With a precious child to protect, can Hanni find the strength to fight 

again, or will every hope for her future be lost forever? 

 

A heart-wrenching novel about love and courage in the face of terrible 

odds. Fans of The Alice Network, The Nightingale and The Tattooist of 

Auschwitz will need a box of tissues handy.  



Technical Help for Those Who Live Stream Our Sunday Worship Services 
 

Brad Peer, a member of our congregation, provides the following insights: 
 
The question was asked at the recent annual meeting, “How do I access the church live 
stream?”  The response was to use your web browser to access the church website and 
click on the live stream link.  It was also noted that the previous week’s service could be 
found there for viewing until the current week’s stream was saved to the Internet. 
 
Back in 2020 when streaming church was the only option, Jana and I began watching the 
stream on our computer.  Viewing the service from our computer did provide us with a 
way to attend church during the time that group gatherings were prohibited, but it did 
leave much to be desired.  Immediately after that first church streaming experience I  
began to contemplate what I could do to improve the experience.  We tried a few different 
options including casting the stream from my phone and also from the computer to our 
TV.  Each had some negative aspects and I continued to pursue a better option.  Looking 
closely at the links to the streaming services I noted the small grey link – “Powered by 
BoxCast.”   I followed that link and read much of the content presented and discovered 
that the streaming could be viewed through the TV using a number of different streaming 
devices including Roku, which is the device we use for our TV content.  It took a couple 
of attempts and a little back and forth with Pastor McLane to get the settings configured, 
but now it works nicely.  I can watch church on my TV with decent audio while sitting in 
my comfortable chair at home; a temptation I have succumbed to once or twice.  All this 
to say there are other options to viewing streaming church service. 
 
According to its website: ”BoxCast allows its 
clients to set up Apple TV, Roku, or Fire TV 
channels. Start by downloading the BoxCast app 
on those devices and once the app is  
downloaded, search for your organization.” 
 
Once you have the app installed and have found 
Congregational-Presbyterian Church, access the 
“channel.”  You will find the next 50 streaming 
events listed, and the previous 90 days of 
streaming events all of which are available for 
viewing. 



The Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study 

meets weekly in the chapel at 10am.  

We are studying the Gospel of Luke and 

study guides are available for $5.  For 

more information please contact  

Gayle Beck. 

Women’s Christian Book Club will meet again on Monday April 3rd at 10am in 

the Chapel. Please contact Marilyn Kidder for more information.   

A new Divorce Care class has started.  

If you are interested in the   

attending Divorce Care class please 

contact John or Loa Vornholt. 

Men’s Bible Study - Pastor Steve leads the Bible study and discussion every 

Wednesday morning, 6:45-7:45am - we are currently in the book of          

Revelation.  Enjoy coffee and donuts, and experience great fellowship with men 

of the church. 



Monday Night Ladies’ Bible Study  will meet on March 13th and  

March 27th in the Administration Building Conference room at 

6:45pm.  All are welcome.  Please contact Rona Meske for more 

information.   

Women’s Association will meet again on March 13th. The meeting will begin 

at 10am in Fellowship Hall. Hostesses for March are Kathy McIntosh and  

Terri Nester; and Laureen Trail will deliver the devotion.  Pastor Steve will be 

continuing is program on The Bible in C.S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of  Narnia.  

For more information please contact Peggy Fulton. 

If you are interested in learning 

more about the CPC  Online Alpha 

Course please contact Cliff or 

Bobbi Matousek. 

Deep Roots: Theology for Today This weekly conversation on Tuesdays,        

3-4:pm in the Chapel, is coordinated by Tom Boubel and facilitated by Tom 

and other members of the group.  All are welcome to join us for the  

reading of important Christian texts aimed at enriching our lives today. 



There is a place for you in  
 

The Story 
 

A Weekly Wednesday Evening MidWeek Program  

Led by Pastor Steve in Fellowship Hall 
 

We meet from 6pm to 7pm 
 

preceded by a light dinner at 5:30pm 
  

What is The Story?  The Story is a condensed chronological Bible.  

Through Wednesday evening videos, teaching and conversation, 

we will see how our story aligns with God’s Story.  The Story was  

offered to our congregation in the fall of 2015 and spring of 2016.  

Many picked up copies of The Story at that time, and we will be  

using the same edition as then.  If you do not have The Story, please 

pick up your copy from the table in Fellowship Hall. 
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