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The following programs that normally begin in September 
have been put ºon hold» for the time being: 

 

Wednesday Evening MidWeek 
Wednesday in the Word 
Women½s Association 

 

(See Updating our Church½s COVID-19 Plan on page 9) 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
 

 If we are called by God to holiness of life, and if holiness is beyond our natural 
power to achieve (which it certainly is) then it follows that God himself must give 
us the light, the strength, and the courage to fulfill the task he requires of us.  He 
will certainly give us the grace we need.  If we do not become saints it is because we 
do not avail ourselves of his gift.  - Thomas Merton 
 

 The gift of God for our holiness of life is the Holy Spirit who equips and  
encourages us to live according to God½s call. 
 

 During the months of September through December, the topic of our Sunday 
Sermon Series, supported by our Bible Reading Plan and Daily Devotions, is The 
Work of the Holy Spirit.  Together we will explore how the Spirit does his work, both 
individually through the fruit he grows in us, and corporately as he unites and gifts 
us as a congregation for ministry. 

 

 However, to live lives of holiness takes more than simply reading God½s Word 
and hearing a pastor speak in church.  Transformation of life, from living primarily 
for ourselves to living primarily for God, is a long and often daunting process. 
 

 The Japanese children½s story teller, Daisaku Ikeda, wrote The Cherry Tree.  
This story, set in post-war Japan, tells of two children who one day stumble upon 
an old man who is attempting to nurse back to life a barren, aged and  
war-damaged cherry tree.  At first the children are puzzled by the man½s devotion 
to such a tree.  When they inquire about this, the old man explains: ºIt½s true she  
hasn½t blossomed since before the war.  But one day, with a little kindness and  
patience, she may again.»   
 

 The children, inspired by the old man½s devotion and hope, agree to join him in 
his efforts to nurse the tree back to life.  They work hard, but much of their time is 
spent waiting and hoping.  And then one day a single pink petal appears, followed in 
due time by a beautiful display of fruit-producing blossoms. 
 

 We may wonder whether our lives will ever produce the kind of spiritual fruit of 
which the Bible speaks.  This simple story reminds us that we are called to devote 
our lives to nurturing the ºtree» of our spiritual life, even when the tree seems not 
to be actively producing fruit.  We must not give up hope that God will do what God 
has promised to do.  As Jesus said: ºIf you remain in me and I remain in you, you 
will produce much fruit» (John 15:5). 

 

 Yours in Christ, 
        Pastor Steve 
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September Birthdays 
 

2nd  Seth Dilling & Bobbi Jo Sinner  

5th  Elaine Williams  

6th  John Tilton 

7th  Jazmine Olson, Lee Owens & Jim Solem  

8th  Earline Stuck 

10th  Connie McDonald & Amy Parker 

11th  McLane Stone, Laura Williams, Joy Gerritsen & Lloyd Reuschlein 

12th  Lori Holder  

14th  Pat Emerich, Tina Lantz & Clare McCracken 

15th  Bob Allen, Gale Kambitsch & Geonna Travis  

16th    Kaitlin Coleman 

17th  Doug Riggs & Ian Colemam 

18th  Stephnay Gossage & Tami Thomson 

19th  Elizabeth Racicot & Cher Sherwin 

21st  Kate Nowlin & Anna Bruce  

22nd  Ben Barkley  

23rd  Morgan Ashe & Jacquie Shore 

24th  Jacki Ficker & Ella Walker 

25th  John Mannschreck & Julie Lind 

26th  Vivian Seubert & Camie Smith 

30th  Diane Kovach & Natalie Hardin 

Mark your Calendars: September 5th 
Join us monthly as we celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a 

special Happy Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!   
Stop by this month for some cake, coffee & conversation for your  

special birthday month! 
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These items may be brought to  
Fellowship Hall and deposited in the 
grocery cart.  Donations are taken 

to the Community Action  
Partnership Food Bank.  

Thank you! 

¶ Mac & Cheese 
¶ Hamburger Helper 
¶ Chicken Helper 
¶ Tuna Helper 
¶ Cake Mixes 
¶ Brownie Mixes 

¶ Flour 
¶ Spices 
¶ Frosting 
¶ Sugar 

9:00am and 11:00am Livestream 

The Worship Services are livestreamed on our  

website: www.congopres.org, and can be viewed at 

any time during the following week. 

9:00am Contemporary Service   

This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song Team  
leads our music.  Childrenċs Church is available for kids entering Preschool thru 

5th grade, with nursery for the younger ones.   

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn  
selections and special music offerings.  
Nursery is available for children 1st grade 

and younger. 

http://www.congopres.org

