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To You Christ Is Born 

 

The angel said to them, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy  
which shall be to all the people; for there is born to you this day a  

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” - Luke 2:10 
 

The Bible teaches that Christ was born, and that he died and suffered on our behalf.  

As is here declared by the angel, he was born for us. 
 

The angel does not simply say, Christ is born, but to you he is born.  Neither does he 

say, I bring glad tidings, but I bring you glad tidings of great joy.  Therefore we must 

never treat the coming of Jesus as a mere historical event.  Rather, we make this birth 

our own – as well as being born to us, Christ is now born in us.  This is true for all who 

believe. 
 

We celebrate the Christ who is born to us and in us with the four Sundays of Advent, 

the first of which is November 29.  These Sundays will feature special readings and the 

lighting of our Christmas wreath, and the Advent Sermon Series will explore four 

themes: The Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy of Christ’s coming.  As are available  

throughout the year, the sermons will be accompanied by the Daily Bible Reading Plan 

and Devotional.  I invite you to daily reading and thoughtful meditation on God’s Word 

during this Advent Season. 
 

Traditionally, we have offered three services on Christmas Eve.  This year, due to our 

COVID-19 restrictions and the large number of people who attend our services on 

Christmas Eve, we will not be able to offer in-person Christmas Eve Worship.  Instead, 

we will record a Children’s Christmas Eve Service and an Adult Christmas Eve  

Service, both of which will be placed on our church’s website (www.congopres.org) on 

December 24. 
 

Sharing in Candlelight and Communion has been a part of our Christmas Eve Worship 

in the past, and it will be so again this year as a part of our worship on video.  We have 

available in Fellowship Hall candles and communion cup and wafer sets for you to pick 

up and use with your family as you participate in the recorded service(s).  You can pick 

these items up on a Sunday morning, or anytime Monday through Friday, 8am to 1pm.  

If you would like to participate in this way but are unable to come to the church, please 

call the church office (208-743-4444) and we will be glad to bring them to you. 

 

While we will not be able to be together as a church family 

on Christmas Eve, we hope that you will join us via video and 

enjoy Worship in your home as together we  

celebrate the One who is “born to you this day.” 

 

 Yours in Christ, 

 

    Pastor Steve 
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Articles may be sent via email to  
 annab@congopres.org or brought to the 
church office. Articles received past the  

deadline will not be guaranteed  
submission . 

If you would like to volunteer to help  
assemble the LINK for mailing please 
come to the church office on Tuesday, 

December 29th at 9am . 

Do you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share?   
Favorite Book? 

We would love to hear from you!!  
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9:00am Contemporary Service   
This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song 
Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is available for kids entering 

Preschool thru 5th grade, with nursery for the younger ones.   
 

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn selections 

and special music offerings.  Nursery is  
available for children 1st grade and younger.  

 

9:00am and 11:00am Livestream 
The Worship Services are livestreamed on our  

website: www.congopres.org, and can be viewed 
at any time during the  following week. 

WELCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.congopres.org
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Please join us for a 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, December 6, 11:50am 

(immediately following the 11:00am service) 

in the Sanctuary 

The purpose of this meeting is to  

receive and vote on the recommendation 

of the Church Board for our Pastors’ 

Compensation for 2021. 

 
…



Angel Tree 
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This  i s  the  day the  
Lord has   made.    
We wil l  re jo ice   

and be  g lad in i t .  
 

Psalm 118:21  

Angel Tree  
 

• 

• 

• 
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When Velveteen Vargas, an eleven-year-old Fresh Air Fund 
kid from Brooklyn, comes to stay with a family in upstate 
New York, what begins as a two-week visit blossoms into 
something much more significant. Soon Velvet finds herself 
torn between her host family--Ginger, a failed artist and 
shakily recovered alcoholic; and Paul, a college professor--and 
her own deeply tormented mother. The one constant         
becomes Velvet's newly discovered passion for horse riding--
and especially for an abused, unruly mare named Fugly Girl. A 
stirring and deeply felt novel, The Mare is Mary Gaitskill's 
most poignant and powerful work yet--a stunning exploration 
of a girl and her horse, and of the way we connect with peo-
ple from all walks of life.  

In 1936, Bluet is the last of the Kentucky Blues. In the 
dusty Appalachian hills of Troublesome Creek, nineteen 
and blue-skinned, Bluet has used up her last chance for 
“respectability” and a marriage bed. Instead, she joins the 
historical Pack Horse Library Project of Kentucky and  
becomes a librarian, riding up treacherous mountains on a 
mule to deliver books and other reading material to the poor hill communities of Eastern 
Kentucky. Along her dangerous route, Bluet confronts many who are distrustful of her 
blue skin. Not everyone is so keen on Bluet’s family or the Library Project, and the        
impoverished Kentuckians are quick to blame a Blue for any trouble in their small town. 
Inspired by the true and historical blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the dedicated  
Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek provides 
an authentic Appalachian voice to a story of hope, heartbreak and raw courage and 
shows one woman’s strength, despite it all, to push beyond the dark woods of            
Troublesome Creek. 



 

Th is  month  y ou  may  want  t o  he l p  c e l eb rate  our  

December  B i rthdays  b y  send i ng  a  card  t o :   
Decem

ber Birthdays 
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December Birthdays 
 

1st  John Baskin & Max McKarcher 

2nd  Addy Paynter  

3rd  John Rusche & Rob DeVleming 

6th  Marilou Dietz  

7th  Jace Paynter 

8th  Jerry Gossage 

10th  Jim Osborn & Mike Gabby  

12th  Nick Hardin  & Chris Shaw  

13th  Susie Ashburn 

14th  Cedar Betzold 

15th  Roberta Hobbs & Breanna Ramsey 

16th  John Vornholt & Alan Johnson 

18th  Arlene Osborn, Jamie Williams , Josh McKarcher & Peyton Ely 

21st  Marilyn Hinman 

22nd AJ Barndt 

24th Niki Breazeal 

27th Jamie King 

28th Marianne McIntosh, Barbara Riggs & Nick Quarry 

29th Zachary Dilling 

30th Dave Williams 

31st  Laureen Trail MAY THE God OF hope 

FILL YOU WITH all joy AND peace 

AS YOU trust IN Him, SO THAT 

YOU MAY overflow WITH hope 

BY THE power OF THE Holy Spirit. 

-ROMAN 15:13 

ROMAN 
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Christmas Eve Services 
Thursday, December 24 

 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we will not be able to meet in person on Christmas Eve. 
 

Instead, we will record and post on our church website (www.congopres.org) a  

Children’s Christmas Eve Service and an Adult Christmas Eve Service. 
 

Candlelight and Communion will be a part of our video worship together. 

If you would like to participate, candles and communion cup and wafer sets are  

available in Fellowship Hall for you to pick up for yourself and your family. 

***See the Pastor’s Letter on page 3 for additional information*** 
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All Seniors are welcome to attend.   
Social distancing is practiced  

and masks must be worn. 

Fit & Fall Proof  
 (Senior Exercise) 

Jo in  us  every   
Monday ,  Wednesday &  F r i day  

at  9am  
i n  Fe llowsh ip  Ha ll  

On Thursday November 12th Senior Ministry Team Leaders Jim 

Osborn, Laureen Trail, Glenna Johnson, Carol Trautman, Mike  

Gabby and Barbara Riggs delivered turkey lunches to our seniors.  

There will be no Senior Exercise on  the following dates: 
Monday December 14th 
Friday December 25th 

Friday January 1st 
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Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, with questions, concerns or 
comments at kellyp@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 791-1262. 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited to  
Children’s Church each Sunday morning! 
All kids who are in Preschool (4 years) 
through Fifth Grade are invited to  
Children’s Church below the Sanctuary at 
9:00am each Sunday. Doors open at 
8:50am. Stop by the hand sanitizing station, 
give your hands a quick scrub and come join 
us! Each week we have a Bible Lesson and 
fun activities.  We have socially distanced 
tables and all kids have their own tub of 
craft supplies. Children’s  Church concludes 
when the 9:00am service ends.  At that time, 
please come get your child at the bottom of 
the ramp.  We will not dismiss children  
outside without an adult present.   

 
     

Preschool to Fifth Grade 

Our nursery is open Sunday 
mornings and for all worship 
services. Loving child care 
for infants through age three 
is provided for the Sunday 
9:00am Contemporary  
Service beginning at 8:45am.  
Childcare for ages 1st grade 
and younger is available  
during the 11:00am  
Traditional Service beginning 
at 10:45.  

Kids' Club meets Wednesdays from 3:30-
5pm and is for children in Kindergarten up to 
5th Grade. Many fun things are planned for 
Kids' Club including creative object lessons, 
crafts, games, individually wrapped snacks 
and an interactive and engaging Bible story 
time. Snack & free time will be from 3:30-
4pm. The planned hour of our afternoon will 
begin at 4pm and conclude at 5pm. Kids' 
Club will meet in the Children's Ministry 
space directly below the Sanctuary. Please 
use the ramp entrance to enter and exit.  
Kids’ Club meets December 2nd & 9th.  We 
will not meet December 16, 23 or 30.  
 
 

WEDNESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 

The 3rd Annual CongoPres Kids' Christmas Party &  
Parents Day Out is Sunday, December 6th. Newborns to 
current 5th graders are invited to join Kelly Paynter and the 
Children's Ministry Team from the beginning of Children’s 
Church until 12pm. We’ve got a lot of fun planned for this 
day! We’ll have regularly scheduled Children’s Church and 
then our Christmas Party will begin at 10. We’ll have a  
kid-friendly lunch, watch a Christmas movie and make a 
festive craft. Autumn and Michaela will be available in the 
nursery to care for children ages 0-3. We are looking  
forward to blessing you with a few hours of free time  
during this busy holiday season. Hopefully you can check 
some boxes off on your Christmas to-do list and recharge 
your own battery. Use this time during the Christmas  
season to shop, wrap gifts, nap, go to lunch, or do  
absolutely nothing!  
Please text or email Kelly to reserve a spot for your kids at 
208-791-1262 or kellyp@congopres.org.  
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The Women’s Association meets on the second Monday of the month at 10am in  
Fellowship Hall for fellowship, prayer support and education.  December’s theme will be 
centered around the parable in Matthew 25: 14-30, “The Talents”, taught by Pastor 
Steve.  Please take a look on page one of this months LINK to learn about “Presbyterian 
Women's Organization”, an organization we support.  We hope to see you December 14th! 
 

Women’s Christian Book Club  will meet again on Monday January 4th at 10am in the 
Chapel.  Book Club reading recommendations can be found in our monthly LINK  
newsletter on the “Tales from the Library” page.  Please contact Marilyn Kidder for 
more information. 
 

Men’s Bible Study meets every 
Wednesday morning at 6:45am in   
Fellowship Hall.  The group will not meet 
December 23rd and 30th..  Pastor  
Steve leads this Bible study and  
discussion.  The group is currently  
reading the book of Acts.  Enjoy 
coffee and donuts, and experience 
great fellowship with the men of the 
church. 
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Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets every Friday at 10am in the Chapel.  The 
group has completed its study for the year.  Please join us when we meet again 
January 8, 2021 for fun fellowship and discussion.  All women are welcome to join 
us.  For questions call Jean Allen. 
 

Please join us each week for Wednesday in the Word. This program meets every 
Wednesday from 12-1pm in the Chapel.  We will not be meeting December 23rd and 
30th.  All are welcome to come meet with Pastor Steve and discuss the biblical 
passage for the coming Sunday sermon.  We will maintain social distancing; please 
wear your face covering.  All are welcome to join the exploration of biblical teaching 
and its application for Christian living. 
 

Monday Night Women’s Bible Study will be meeting this month on December 14th 
and 28th at 6:45 pm in the Administration Building Board Room.  The group has 
started a new lesson, “The Fruit of the Spirit”.  For more information or to purchase 
a book please contact Rona Meske.   
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It is not too late to come to Divorce 
Care! The program is designed as a 
grief recovery for people who have 
been through, or are going through 
divorce.  People are welcome to pop in 
any Thursday from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall during the thirteen 
week program. If you need child care 
or have any questions please contact 
the church at 743-4444. 



December Table Grace 

In a world where so many are hungry, may we eat this 

food with humble hearts; In a world where so many are 

lonely, may we share this friendship with joyful hearts.  

Amen 
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G I N G E R S N A P S  
Recipe from the kitchen of Kathryn Dickamore 

Featured in the “Family Fixins” Cookbook 

Ingredients: 
 3/4 cups shortening 
 1 cup light brown sugar 
 1/4 cup light molasses 
 1 beaten egg 
 2 1/4 cups sifted flour 
 1 tsp. ginger 
 1 tsp. cinnamon 
 1/2 tsp. cloves 
 2 Tsp. baking soda 
 1/4 tsp. salt 

Directions: 
 
Cream shortening and sugar.  Add molasses and egg.  Beat until 
blended. Sift dry ingredients, add to creamed mixture, mix well.  Roll 
dough into balls the size of a walnut.  Press down with fork.  Bake 
at 350 degrees for 10 minutes. 

J A M  CO O K I ES  
Recipe from the kitchen of Ann Young 

Featured in the “Family Fixins” Cookbook 

Ingredients: 
 1/2 cups butter 
 1/2 cup sugar 
 1 egg 
 1 1/2 cups flour 
 Pinch of salt 
  

Directions: 
 
Cream butter and sugar.  Mix ingredients and spread in 
two 8 inch cake pans or one 9 x 13 cake pan.   
 
Top with apricot or raspberry jam.  Spread over jam a 
mixture: 
 1 cup sugar 
 1 egg 
 1 cup coconut 
  
Bake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes.  Cut into bars. 
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Blood Dr ive  
Monday, December 28th 1:30 – 6:30pm  

In Fellowship Hall 

MidWeek 
December 2nd, 9th, & 16th  

 

–
 

“Important Themes for Understanding and Reading Scripture” 

A course taught by Pastors Steve and McLane 
(Topics include Exile, Heaven and Earth, His Kingdom) 

 



What’s available:  

  Wheelchairs 

  Walkers 

  Portable commode  

  Crutches (adjustable) 

  Walking canes (adjustable) 
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The Church has an assortment of handicapped devices to lend 

to Church members and/or their loved ones for short or long 

term use. 

HANDICAPPED DEVICES AVAILABLE 

The 

    www .congopres .org  

Please contact Mike Gabby or the Church Office at 

(208) 743-4444. 

THANK YOU  
Rich Goodwin  

for doing such a  

GREAT  
job making our  

welcome sign look  

new again. 
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Congregational-Presbyterian Church 

709 6th Street 

Lewiston, Idaho 83501 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Lewiston, ID 83501 

Permit #11 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Place Label Here 

Congregational-Presbyterian Church 
709 Sixth Street, Lewiston, ID 83501 

Phone (208) 743-4444; Fax (208) 798-3050 
Website:  www.congopres.org 

Email:  cpc@congopres.org 
 

 
PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. ………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone…………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  
 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Phyllis Laird.....…. . . . . ………….... ….. Adult Ministry 

Travis Walker ……. .. . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Rona Meske. . . . . . .  …………....... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Sharon Damon…. . .  . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Gary Chase...... . . . . …….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Dar Wendt. . . . . . .... ….…... . . . . . ……. . . .. . . Mission 

Laureen Trail..……. . . …….…..... Senior Adult Ministry 

Mike Gabby….. . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Tower…... .  . . . .. . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Deb Zenner…..... . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Loa Vornholt .. . . .. . . . . . . ……..…....... Youth Ministry 

 

Trustees: 

Chuck Gabby, Joe Hulett, and Mike Rooney 

 

STAFF 
 

Lisa Huddleston.……...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         LisaH@congopres.org 

 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 

 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 

 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 

 
Anna Bruce…... …………Secretary/Receptionist 

             AnnaB@congopres.org 

 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 

 

Rich Goodwin ……….……..... Facility Manager 

                    richg@congopres.org 
 

 

Mike Gabby ……....... Senior Ministries Director 

                 MikeG@congopres.org 
 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list or 
start receiving your copy of the LINK by email, please 

email your request to cpc@congopres.org. 
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