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Pastor’s Letter 
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Dear Church Family,               
 

 November is the month of Thanksgiving, so I thought it appropriate to use this  
pastor's letter to talk about gratitude.  Thomas Merton, one of the great Christian spiritual 
thinkers of the last century, said, "Gratitude takes nothing for granted.  It is never          
unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder, and to praise of the goodness of 
God." 
  

 Gratitude takes nothing for granted.   It is aware of each favor, each gift – both big 
and small.  It also recognizes the giver – the couple in the church who shows their love 
by giving you and your spouse a night out for dinner and a movie; the friend who  
remembers to call you on your birthday; the person who gives you a compliment; the 
spouse who goes out of their way to lift you up when you're feeling down. 
 

 Perhaps you've felt the gratitude that comes from appreciating that you are  
surrounded by many gifts.  But perhaps not.  Not much in our society stimulates us to 
such appreciation.  Instead of suggesting that we give thanks, the world encourages us 
to look for more.  If we listen to the voices of our culture, we won't feel much gratitude.  
Instead we'll start thinking that we have practically nothing and need to get more and 
more. 
 

 It's that attitude that makes us hostile – that leads us to guard what we have from 
others.  We are afraid to share our personal resources because much of what we hear 
says that we don't have enough.  It looks past what we have to what we do not have and 
urges us to grab for more. 
 

 Greed grabs.  Gratitude receives.  That's why gratitude often seems like a radical 
reaction to life.  When you are truly grateful, you recognize not only the diner someone 
prepared as a gift, but also become aware of the person who prepared it.  You are aware 
of the love involved, and you get a glimpse at the wonder of friends and family. 
 

 In these moments of receiving, I realize that I am a part of something much larger 
than myself and my immediate circumstances.  I find that I am surrounded by God's  
indescribable generosity.  I awaken to the fact that life itself is a gift, and in Jesus Christ it 
is a gift that will be renewed for all eternity.   
 

It is especially during times of worship that gratitude goes 
deep.  Whether together with the people of God on Sunday 
mornings or in my personal daily times of worship through   
Scripture and prayer, I am aware that I belong to God – and, I 
am grateful! 

 
    Yours in Christ, 

     Pastor Steve 
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t Hansen’s Painting has completed the job of  

painting all of the wrought iron railing and fences 

at the church.  What an amazing job! 

A BIG thank you to 

Bev Williams for  

volunteering to weed 

the back area behind 

Fellowship Hall. 



 Cranberry Sauce 
 Stuffing 
 Canned Vegetables 
 Desert Mixes 
 Saran Wrap 
 Kleenex 
 Tin Foil Pans 
 Tin Foil 

This month's needs: 

These items may be brought to Fellowship Hall and  

deposited in the grocery cart.  Thank you! 

Food Bank Sunday 
W

orship W
ith Us 

9:00am Contemporary Service    
This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our  
talented Song Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is 
available for kids entering Preschool thru 5th grade, with  

nursery for the younger ones.   
 

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn selections and  

special music offerings.  Nursery is available for children 1st 
grade and younger. 

 

9:00am and 11:00am Livestream 
The Worship Services are livestreamed on our website: 

www.congopres.org, and can be viewed at any time during the  
following week. 
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http://www.congopres.org
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Mix: 
 1 + 1/2 cup sugar 
 1/2 cup oil 
 2 beaten eggs 
 1 cup pumpkin 
 1/3 cup water 
 1 + 1/4 cup unsifted flour 
 3/4 cup whole wheat flour 
 1/2 cup golden raisins 
 1 tsp. salt 
 1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
 1/2 tsp. cloves 
 1/2 tsp. nutmeg 
 1/4 tsp. baking powder 
 1 tsp. soda 

Pumpkin Sprice Bread 
Recipe from the kitchen of Jan Lindley 

Featured in the “Family Fixins” Cookbook 

Directions: 
 

Mix Sugar and oil; add pumpkin, eggs, and water.  Add dry 
ingredients to pumpkin mixture.  Stir in raisins and pour 
into greased loaf pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 

Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored. 

Bless these thy gifts and grant that we 
may feast in fellowship with thee. 

Amen 

November’s Table Grace 



Angel Tree 
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This  i s  the  day the  
Lord has   made.    
We wil l  re jo ice   

and be  g lad in i t .  
 

Psalm 118:21  

Angle Tree is Coming! 
 

The Angel Tree Ministry Team invites you to participate in the Angle Tree 
Ministry of our church, and we need to let you know that there will be some 
changes this year.  We will not be able to collect and deliver actual gifts of 
toys and clothes due to COVID-19 guidelines from both State and National 
Angel Tree organizations. 
 

Instead of toys/clothes, we will include gift cards purchased through your 
financial support in our Angel Tree “Gift Packages.”  The team will  
purchase the cards and add them to the packages.  In addition to the gift 
cards, the packages will include the Angel Tree tags complete with  
handwritten parent’s messages to their children, Bible request cards, and 
age appropriate booklets that come from Angel Tree Prison Fellowship. 
Look for the Angel Tree display in Fellowship Hall. 
 

• The display will have information about the children we are serving this 
year.  

 

• A basket will be available for checks or cash donations for the $25 gift 
cards the team will purchase.  You can also submit your donation  

     directly to the church office, noting that it is for Angel Tree. 
 

• Christmas cards for the prisoners will be at the display with which you 
can write a meaningful message and return to the card basket or the 
church office.  The team will address the envelopes. 

 

We realize selecting a child, buying age appropriate gifts and wrapping with 
special care is part of the Christmas fun you experience and a reason for 
your participation, and we are grateful for your past involvement.  This year 
is special in so many ways and we hope you will help Angel Tree  
Ministry continue in a different format this Christmas.  Angel Tree children 
will be blessed again this December thanks to your flexibility and  
generosity. 
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N OVEMBER  P ICK !  

Saying “goodbye” 

 

Dick Riggs ninth book “Saying Goodbye”, celebrates the       

beginning and end of many things in the Lewis-Clark Valley.  

From the Lewiston High School, Junior High Schools, the 

start of a new Pulp Mill in the valley, and a short history of 

Congregational-Presbyterian Church.  Riggs’ new book com-

memorates all of the memories and people he has met while 

living in Lewiston with his wife, Barbara these last 60 years.   

 You may pick up copies of this book at 

And Books, Too in Clarkston; the Nez 

Perce County Museum,  A & B Foods, 

and Rosauers in Lewiston.  Cost is $15 

per book.   



 

Novem
ber Birthdays 

…
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Divorce Care 
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All Seniors are welcome to attend.  Social distancing is practiced  

and masks must be worn. 

• Take a box and list (for either a boy or girl) 
from Fellowship Hall 

 
 

• Fill it with items  
 
 

• Return box & $9 for postage to the church 
no later than November 13th 

                                       

 

Here’s how to help: 

For question please contact Mike Gabby at (208) 743-4444. 

Fit & Fall Proof  
 (Senior Exercise) 

Jo in  u s  ever y   
M ond a y ,  Wednesd a y  &  F r id a y  

a t  9 a m  
i n  Fell ow ship  H a l l  



Children’s M
inistries 
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Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, with questions, concerns or com-
ments at kellyp@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 791-1262. 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited to  
Children’s Church each Sunday 
morning! All kids who are in Preschool 
(4 years) through Fifth Grade are  
invited to Children’s Church below the 
Sanctuary at 9:00am each Sunday. Doors 
open at 8:50am. Stop by the hand  
sanitizing station, give your hands a quick 
scrub and come join us! Each week we 
have a Bible Lesson and fun activities.  
We have socially distanced tables and all 
kids have their own tub of craft supplies. 
Children’s  Church concludes when the 
9:00am service ends.  At that time, please 
come get your child at the bottom of the 
ramp.  We will not dismiss children  
outside without an adult present.   

 

Preschool to Fifth Grade 

Our nursery is open Sunday 
mornings and for all worship 
services. Loving child care 
for infants through age three 
is provided for the Sunday 
9:00am Contemporary  
Service beginning at 8:45am.  
Childcare for ages 1st grade 
and younger is available 
during the 11:00am Tradition-
al Service beginning at 10:45.  

Kids' Club meets Wednesdays from 3:30-5pm and is 
for children in Kindergarten up to 5th Grade. Many 
fun things are planned for Kids' Club including 
creative object lessons, crafts, games, individually 
wrapped snacks and an interactive and engaging  
Bible story time.  
 

Snack & free time will be from 3:30-4pm. The 
planned hour of our afternoon will begin at 4pm and 
conclude at 5pm. Kids' Club will meet in the  
Children's Ministry space directly below the  
Sanctuary. Please use the ramp entrance to enter and 
exit.  

WEDNESDAYS AFTER SCHOOL 

Hanging of the Greens  
November 22nd, 3-5:00pm 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids! You’re invited to 
come celebrate the beginning of Advent 
season at the Hanging of the Greens on 
November 22, 3-5:00pm.   
 
While adults are busy decking the Halls 
upstairs, kids will help decorate the  
Children’s Ministry space below the 
Sanctuary.  We have Christmas crafts 
planned for you including the traditional 
graham cracker house and a keepsake.  
At 4:30pm, the craft time will end and 
we’ll have a lesson on why we celebrate 
Advent: Love, Joy, Peace & Hope.  
 
Childcare is available for ages 3 years 
and under in the Nursery.   
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The Women’s Association meets on the second Monday of the month at 10am 
in Fellowship Hall for fellowship, prayer support and education.  November’s 
theme will be centered around the parable in Matthew 18: 23-34, “The  
Unmerciful Servant”, taught by Pastor Steve.  Please take a look at the insert 
of this months LINK to learn about “Fellowship of the Least Coin”, a project our 
group has been involved with for many years. We hope to see you November 
9th! 
 

Women’s Christian Book Club  will meet again on Monday January 4th at 10am 
in the Chapel.  Book Club reading recommendations can be found in our monthly 
LINK newsletter on the “Tales from the Library” page.  Please contact Marilyn 
Kidder for more information. 

Growing in Faith 

Men’s Bible Study meets every 
Wednesday morning at 6:45am in   
Fellowship Hall.  Pastor Steve leads this 
Bible study and discussion.  The group 
is currently  reading the book of Acts.  
Enjoy coffee and donuts, and        
experience great fellowship with the 
men of the church. 
 



Sm
all G

roups 
Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets every Friday at 10am in the 
Chapel.  The group is currently studying the Book of Acts.  Study books are 
now available.  Please wear your masks as social distancing and Covid  
protocols will be practiced.  Join us for fun fellowship and discussion.  All  
women are welcome to join us.  For questions call Jean Allen. 

Please join us each week for Wednesday in the Word. This program meets 
every Wednesday from 12-1pm in the Chapel.  All are welcome to come 
meet with Pastor Steve and discuss the biblical passage for the coming 
Sunday sermon.  We will maintain social distancing; please wear your face 
covering.  All are welcome to join the exploration of biblical teaching and its 
application for Christian living. 

Monday Night Women’s Bible Study will be meeting this month on November 
9th & 23rd at 6:45 pm in the Administration Building Board Room.  The 
group has started a new lesson, “The Fruit of the Spirit”.  For more       
information or to purchase a book please contact Rona Meske.   
 

It is not too late to come to Divorce Care! The program is designed as a 
grief recovery for people who have been through, or are going through  
divorce.  People are welcome to pop in any Thursday from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall during the thirteen week program. If you need child care or 
have any questions please contact the church at 743-4444. 
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If you would like to be removed from our mailing list or 
start receiving your copy of the LINK by email, please 
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What’s available:  

  Wheelchairs 

  Walkers 

  Portable commode  

  Crutches (adjustable) 

  Walking canes (adjustable) 
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The Church has an assortment of handicapped devices to lend 

to Church members and/or their loved ones for short or long 

term use. 

Please contact Mike Gabby or 

the Church Office at 

(208) 743-4444. 



November 


