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Merry CHRISTmas!  Tis the season for holiday cheer, and the hus-

tle and bustle of checking off the last of the to-do lists.  With all 

the “to-do lists”, my favorite “To-Do” is decorating our Christmas 

Trees.  Yes, in my household, we have two trees, one of each kind: 

“Theme” and “Traditional Ornament.”   

 Tree number one, is adorned with a theme.  Every year it 

changes, this year is Family.  With this theme, the tree is plastered 

with black and white pictures of all family & friends, and colored 

with Silver, Gold & Black decorations.  The other tree is filled 

with ornaments from my husband’s childhood, as well as cherished ornaments given to us 

or handmade by my kids.  Every ornament has a story, as does the season of Christmas, the 

time-less story of the ultimate gift God gave us, his Son, Jesus. 

 The Christmas Tree may be the center of the room but nothing beats Jesus being the 

Center of the Season!  I personally invite you to come focus on the Center of the Season on 

Christmas Eve!  We have three special services; 4pm - Family Service, 7pm -  Carol Service 

and 9pm - Candlelight Service.  Each service is a little different and full descriptions are on 

page 5 of this LINK!  Join us! 

 Merry CHRISTmas! 

Sarah Emerich - LINK Editor 



Dear Church Family, 

  The season of Advent has been observed for centuries by Christians as a time to con-

sider the meaning of the Son of God coming into the world and to prepare for the celebra-

tion of his birth.  Most people today are unaware of the meaning of Advent, assuming 

“preparing for Christmas” involves shopping, baking and making travel plans.  This makes 

it all the more important that you and I rediscover Advent as a season of personal prepared-

ness for the arrival of Jesus, the Christ. 

  The love of God that descended to Bethlehem in the form of his Son is not only a 

matter of glad tidings but is the all-powerful, all-loving grace of God that transforms lives.  

This grace reveals our sin and overcomes it, and this grace conquers darkness and brings 

light to the world.  Such transforming grace can never be achieved by human effort but only 

by divine intervention.   

  We celebrate the Advent of the Christ with the four Sundays of Advent, the first of 

which is December 3.  These Sundays will feature special readings and the lighting of our 

Christmas wreath, and the Advent Sermon Series will explore the four main themes of pre-

paring ourselves for Christ’s coming: Christ’s Hope, Christ’s Peace, Christ’s Love, and 

Christ’s Joy.  As we make available throughout the year, the sermons will be accompanied 

by the Daily Bible Reading Plan and Devotional.  I invite you to daily reading and thought-

ful meditation on God’s Word during the Advent Season. 

 Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year.  We will have our regular 9:00am and 

11:00am worship in the morning as together we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  

That afternoon and evening we will offer three services.  The early service at 4:00pm is 

structured especially for families with children who want to come to church together.  Spe-

cial music and an expanded Young Disciples Time will 

help those who are younger among us enjoy this special 

night.  The 7:00pm Christmas Eve service will feature 

many of our beloved Christmas Carols and music from 

our Choir, and will include the passing of the Christ 

light.  At 9:00pm on Christmas Eve we will celebrate 

with a quieter service of Special Music, Candlelight and 

Communion. 

  Lastly, let me remind you that there are many in 

our community who will be looking for a church to at-

tend during the Christmas season.  However, many “un-

churched” people believe that church is like a club and 

you really shouldn’t show up unless you are a member.  

Please invite your friends and neighbors who don’t have 

a church home, or whose church does not offer a Christ-

mas Eve Service, to come with you to our church.  And 

let them know that they will be warmly welcomed! 

  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Steve 
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9:00am Contemporary Service   

This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song 

Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is available for kids entering 

Preschool thru 5th grade (kids excused after young disciples).  Come as 

you are and worship in a casual atmosphere.  
 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  

Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each other’s lives. This 

sense of community is vital in the Church atmosphere, as we get to know 

our neighbors! Childcare available during the 10:15a fellowship hour. 
 

11:00am Traditional Service   

This worship is traditional with hymn selections sung by our choir and 

special music offerings.  Join us for refreshments following worship.  

Donate a Poinsettia in Honor of a Loved One 
Poinsettias add so much beauty to the Christmas Season.  If you would 

like to donate or lend a poinsettia to help beautify our sanctuary, please 

bring it to the church the week of December 17th. 
 

To help our Worship Ministry plan, please fill out this form, detach it and 

bring it or mail it to the church office, or leave it in the church offering 

plate on Sunday.  You also may call the church office (743-4444) and let 

us know you are bringing a poinsettia to church. 
 

Please check the boxes that apply: 

  I am enclosing $ ___________ so that one can be purchased.  

   ($12 suggested donation for each poinsettia) 

  I will bring my poinsettia 
 

After Christmas: 

  I want my poinsettia to be given to a homebound member 

  I will take my poinsettia home after Christmas. 

 

 I give my poinsettia in memory of: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your name & phone number: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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4pm Family Service  
This service is uniquely structured for families with children who want to 

come to church together.  Kids are involved in every aspect of this service 

from the music to the lesson.  Bring the whole family as we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus together! Special Music by our Children’s Chime Choir 

7pm Carol Service 
 This service will feature many of our beloved Christmas carols and will 

include the passing of the Christ’s light, as well as a meditation on Peace 

on Earth.  Special music by our Bell Choir. 

9pm Candlelight Service 
This service of reflection will celebrate Christmas with the 

remembrance of Jesus' birth through candlelight and communion.  

You and your families are cordially invited to share in the Gift of Jesus this Christmas 

Eve on Sunday, December 24th.  We have three very special and unique services to 

choose from.  We look forward to seeing you here to share in the Love of Jesus! 



 Men's Bible Study  -  We continue to meet every 

Wednesday at 6:45am in Fellowship Hall with Pastor Ste-

ve, who leads our study and discussion.  We are  

currently reading the Gospel of Mark.  Enjoy coffee and 

donuts, and experience great fellowship with the men of 

the church.  

 Wednesday in the Word -  Join us every Wednesday at 

12:00noon (in the Chapel) with Pastor Steve for an  

in-depth study and discussion related to the Sunday morn-

ing sermon text.  All are welcome to join the  

 exploration of biblical teaching and its application for Christian living.    

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer - Will be taking a brief hiatus during Decem-

ber due to the Holidays.  We will resume Saturday, January 27th. 

  Women’s Association will meet on December 11th at 10am in Fellowship 

 Hall.  December’s Hostesses are Darlene Plant, Jean Allen, Gayle Beck and 

 Norma Bradshaw.  Devotions will be led by Joyce Roberts and Pastor   

 Steve will be presenting the program “The Fruit of the Spirit is Patience.” 

 Women’s Book Club will meet on December 4th at 10:30am in the Chapel. 

 We will be discussing “The Land of Blue Burqas.”  

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study will meet on December 11th at  6:45pm in 

 the Conference Room. Our study this fall is “Prayers of the New Testament.” 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets weekly in the Chapel from 9:45a  

 to 11:00a.  We will be studying the Book of Romans. All women  are  

 warmly welcome to join us in study and fellowship.  For questions call Jean 

 Allen at 208-746-0557. We will not meet December 22nd & 29th. 

Adult 
Small 
Groups 

How Can I Help? 
Donate Blood: We will take 34 appointments total.  

The total donation process takes approximately one 

hour.  Appointments will help reduce the wait time 

so you can get in and out on your busy schedule.  Appointments can be scheduled by vis-

iting www.redcrossblood.org; sponsor code: congopres. 

 

But I can’t donate blood:  We realize not everyone can donate blood but we do need 

a few volunteers to make cookies and pour juice for our blood donors.   

Why should I donate? Because in short, IT SAVES LIVES!  One pint of donated 

blood can save up to 3 people’s lives.  In fact, every two seconds someone in the 

U.S. needs blood.  This gift of life is the most cherished gift you could give anyone!   
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Children’s Chime Choir: 5-5:30p 
Simple Supper: 5:30p 

Guided Studies: 6:00 – 7:00p  

Join us as we meet weekly to 

fill each other up in  

community and fellowship!   

We have something for  

everyone! 

Guided Study Options for Adults: 

 Anne Graham Lotz Video Series -  

 “The Daniel Prayer” - Led by Pastor Steve 

 Parent’s Class - “Almost Christian” - 1st(1st))  & 3rd(15th) Wednesdays  

        Led by Pastor McLane 
 

 New Adult Study begins January 10th: Book of Revelation - Led by Pastor Steve 

December Simple Supper Menu:  

December 6th: Pancake Breakfast 

December 13th: Baked Potato Bar 

December 20 & 

27th 

No MidWeek 

(Christmas Break) 

January 3rd : No MidWeek  

(New Year’s Break) 

January 10th:  Chili 
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Fit & Fall Proof  

(Senior Exercise) 
meets Mondays, Wednesdays, 

   and Fridays at 9:00 am in 

      Fellowship Hall.  Now 

     is a great time to join!  

  We have fun and get 

     our joints moving! 

On Thursday,  
December 14th at 

11:45a we are gathering in Fellowship Hall to 
make the short trek to attend the Christmas Pro-
gram at Cornerstone Christian School. After the 

matinee performance, we will return to our 
church for pie and other desserts. Please call the office at 743-4444 to 

sign up for this activity or sign up in Fellowship Hall. 

Pageant & Pie 

Save the Date! 
January 11th 

Movie with  

popcorn and Soup 

Lunch. The movie 

will be “Faith 

Like Potatoes” 



Thursday Lunch 
10:55-12:55 

    

 
Thursday Lunch 

10:55-12:55 

 

 

      

 
 

YIPPY & 
Wired  

Christmas 
Party 

     

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

No YIPPY  
 

Or Wired 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

Youth Program Christmas Break 

  
 Questions?  Please contact Pastor McLane Stone, or    

 Bobbi Jo Sinner, Youth Secretary in the church office at  743-4444. 

High School Retreat 

Retreat Ends 

Christmas 
Break 

 No Wired or  
YIPPY 

Happy  
Birthday  

Jesus! 
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Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries for more information at:  

KellyP@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 208-791-1262. 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited 

to  Children’s Church each Sunday 

morning in December! Come to the 

9:00am Worship Service and right after 

the Young Disciples time, all kids who 

are in Preschool (4 years) through 

Fifth Grade are invited upstairs Pilgrim 

Hall for Children’s Church!  Each week 

has a Bible Lesson (God’s words to 

you!) and fun activities!  *A note to 

Parents: Children’s  Church concludes 

at 10:15am.  At that time, you may come 

get your child and take them to the All–

Church Fellowship time in Fellowship 

Hall or allow them to remain upstairs, 

with our fun child-care providers. Please 

pick them up by 11:00am.  We will not 

dismiss the children to Fellowship Hall 

without an adult.  Thanks!  

Preschool through 5th Grade 

Stop & check out 

the Children’s  

Ministry bulletin 

board in Pilgrim 

Hall! Info,  

pictures, sign-ups 

& fun!  

There’s a place for all kids Preschool to 5th 

grade at Congo-Pres Mid Week Kids Club!  

Join us each Wednesday night in December!  

A family style supper begins at 5:30 followed 

by Kids Club from 6-7pm!  Come have fun 

with us as we will be digging into The Life of 

Jesus!  This year kids will discover that Jesus 

is a real person—a real friend—who makes a 

difference in their lives TODAY. Wednesday 

nights will be full of interactive Bible lessons, 

games and fun!  Hope to see you there! Bring a 

friend!!! *Kids Club will not  meet 12/20 or 

12/27. See you again on January 10th! 
 

Join us for our Family Christmas Eve 

Service on December 24th at 4pm.  We 

will sing Christmas carols, kids will 

read the Christmas story, Pastor 

McLane will share an interactive Christ-

mas message and we will conclude with 

passing the light from the Christ Advent 

candle.  

If your child would like to read scrip-

ture, please sign up on the Children’s 

Ministry  bulletin board in Pilgrim Hall 

by 12/10.   



Annual Reports Due:  Elders, Deacons, and other 

church leaders, please start thinking about the con-

tents of your Annual Reports for 2017 and plan to 

have them in the office by Friday, December 29th.  I 

will be mailing each of you a copy of last year’s re-

port for your particular ministry, as well as some 

suggestions of what to include.   ~Sarah Emerich 

Year End Giving Information 

This year the office will be closed Dec 30th, 31st and Jan 1st.  If you would like your gifts 

recorded in the year 2017, please make sure they are received in the office by 1:00pm 

Friday, Dec. 29th or postmarked by Dec 30th. Thank you!   

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 3rd at 12 noon   

A Meeting of the Congregation has been called 
for Sunday, December 3, at 12:00 noon  

in the Sanctuary.   
 

The purpose of this meeting is to receive the 
recommendation of the Church Board and vote 

on our Pastors’ Compensation for 2018. 

 The Board members and staff would like 

to thank all who have submitted their pledge 

commitment for 2018. You have shown  

yourselves again to be a faithful and generous 

congregation.  Thank you all! 

 If you have not yet submitted your  

commitment for 2018, we encourage you to do 

so before the end of the year in order to assist 

our Church Board in making wise financial  

decisions as they prepare our Church Budget for the coming year.  Financial  

commitment cards can be found in the pews and at the Welcome Center in  

Fellowship Hall. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our church  

administrator Kathy Johnson or Stewardship chairperson Tom Boubel  

(509-993-2142). Blessings to you all and thank you again for your faithful support.  
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LINK Deadline & Volunteers 
The deadline to submit articles for JANUARY LINK is  

PLEASE NOTE DIFFERENT 

DATE AND TIME THAN USUAL.  

Articles may be sent via email to SarahE@congopres.org or brought to the church  

office.  Articles received past the time will not be guaranteed submission, so plan  

accordingly.  Volunteers will meet in the Administration Building on  

WEDNESDAY, December 27th at 10am to assemble the LINK for mailing. 

FRIDAY,  December 
15th at 1pm 

 

Mark your Calendars: December 3rd Join us monthly as we  

celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a special Happy 

Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  Stop by for 

some cake, coffee and conversation for your special birthday month! 
 

December Birthdays: John Baskin, Ed Litteneker, Max McKarcher 

(1st); Addy Paynter (2nd); John Rusche, Dayne Sullivan (3rd); Walt 

Durland (5th); Marilou Dietz (6th); Jace Paynter (7th); Jerry Gossage 

(8th); Mike Gabby, Jim Osborn (10th); Chris Shaw, Richard Wagner 

(12th); Susie Ashburn (13th); Cedar Gara-Betzold (14th); Roberta 

Hobbs (15th); Alan Johnson, Marty Schlader, John Vornholt (16th); ; Josh McKarcher, 

Arlene Osborn, Jamie Williams (18th); Marilyn Hinman (21st); Bob Emerich (22nd); 

Niki Breazeal (24th); Dwain McIntosh (25th); Marianne McIntosh, Barbara  

Riggs (28th); Zachary Dilling (29th); Joane Griffith, Dave Williams (30th);  

Laureen Trail (31st) 
 

If we missed your birthday please let Sarah in the office know (743-4444). 
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Additional Tags available:  

December 3rd  

 
Please return  

your gifts to  

the church  

       by:  

The morning  

       of  

December  

     17th 

A big THANK YOU to all who helped  

decorate the Sanctuary and Fellowship 

Hall for Hanging of the Greens.  It's a lot 

of work, but the results bring pleasure to 

many during Advent.  A special thanks to 

the Worship Committee members who 

helped prepare for the event, as well as 

those who helped decorate. 

~Melanie Gibler~ 



Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Lewiston, ID 83501 

Permit #11 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Place Label Here 

Congregational-Presbyterian Church 

709 6th Street 
Lewiston, Idaho 83501 

Congregational-Presbyterian Church 
709 Sixth Street, Lewiston, ID 83501 

Phone (208) 743-4444; Fax (208) 798-3050 

Website:  www.congopres.org 

Email:  cpc@congopres.org 

 

 
PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. …………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone………………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  

 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Leslie Schrette.....……. . . . . . ………..... ….. Adult Ministry 

Shannon Van Buren. .. . . . . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………...….... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Peggy Fulton. . . . . . . . . . …………...... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Shari Rhodes……. . . . . . . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Jim Schroeder. . . . . ………….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Andrea Wagner. . . . . . . ….... ….…... . . . . . . . . .. . . Mission 

Jim Osborn…………. . . . . . …….….. Senior Adult Ministry 

Carol Trautman . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Boubel…... . . . . . . . . . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Melanie Gibler... . . . . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Becky Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . …….…....... Youth Ministry 

Trustees: 

John Mannschreck, Josh McKarcher, John Vornholt 

 

STAFF 
 

Sarah Emerich…………..Secretary, LINK Editor 

                                         SarahE@congopres.org 
 

Kathy Johnson ………...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         KathyJ@congopres.org 
 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 
 

Jim McCracken……... Senior Ministries Director 

JimM@congopres.org 

Clare McCracken...Assist. Sr. Ministries Director 

ClareM@congopres.org 
 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 
 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 
 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list 

or start receiving your copy of The LINK by email, 

please email your request to semerich@cableone.net. 
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