


2  Pastor’s Letter 

3  Pastor’s Letter (Continued) 

4  LINK News 

4 May Birthdays 

5 Tales from the Library 

6 New Member Class 

7    Children’s Ministries 

8 What’s Cooking at CPC  

9 Small Groups 

10    Bit’s & Pieces 

11 Amazon Smile 

11 Thank You 

12    Ladies Game Night  

13    Youth Ministries 

14    Senior Ministries 

15    Midweek 

16    Worship With Us 

16    Food Bank 

17    VBS 

18    Announcement 

18   Israel Slideshow 

19    Operation Christmas Child 

20   Contact Us 

Insert   All Church Calendar 

 

2  www.congopres .org  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

The Lord is risen indeed! As we gathered to celebrate the empty tomb 
this past Easter Sunday, I was reminded of God’s amazing grace and how truly 
blessed we are as a church family. With the gifts of our music ministries, Pas-
tor Steve’s sermon, and the meal we shared between services (among many 
others), I drove home with a full heart. Thank you to all who serve so faithful-
ly and diligently that we may share together in the worship of our Savior!  

 

Though there were many powerful moments during our Holy Week ser-
vices, I was drawn especially, as I often am, to the Young Disciples led by our 
Director of Children’s Ministry, Kelly Paynter. As Charley and I prepare to wel-
come our little one into the church, it is such a blessing to see the children of 
the church surrounded by a congregation that is committed to bringing them 
up in the knowledge of God’s love for them. As I watch them engage with 
Kelly and one another, I am reminded of what a gift these kids and their par-
ents are to our congregation. It gives me great joy and hope to know that 
God continues to call people into his service and invite us to share in that 
calling. 
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As we near the end of the school year, a few of our young disciples will 
be “graduating” into our Youth Ministries. This is an exciting time! They will 
enter into our WIRED Sunday evening programming where they will eat great 
food (see below!), play crazy games, and discuss good questions about Jesus 
and the world we live in. Though they will no longer be joining Kelly for 
Young Disciples on Sundays, they remain in the care of our congregation. So 
how can you continue to care for them?  

 

• Pray for an amazing summer full of activities (VBS, River Rafting, WIRED & 
YIPPY)  

• Volunteer to host one of our Sunday night meals  
• Support our annual fundraisers (Flower coupons are still available!) 
• Engage our youth in Sunday worship 
• Encourage and support our amazing families at CongoPres 
 

As we invite new students into WIRED, we will also be sending our 
graduating seniors from YIPPY. I say “sending” because this is the heart of 
what we are seeking to accomplish at CongoPres Youth Ministries. Like any 
other ministry of the church, the goal of our youth ministry is “to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of 
us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13). In 
other words, we are sending our seniors to be witnesses to the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ in whatever God has planned for them next. Of course, this is a 
bittersweet moment for us. On one hand, we will miss them dearly. On the 
other hand, we know that God has amazing things planned for their lives. 

 

Having served youth and their families for the whole of my pastoral ex-
perience, I cannot overemphasize how important it is for families to know 
that they are loved and cared for by the larger congregation. Thank you all 
for your continued support of this important ministry. If you have any ques-
tions about our youth ministry or if God has placed a desire on your heart to 
serve our families, please contact me. Blessings to you this spring! 

  
In love and hope, 

Pastor McLane 



June LINK Deadline is Monday May 20th  

Articles may be sent via email to annab@congopres.org  
or brought to the church office. Articles received past the  

deadline will not be guaranteed submission.  

If you would like to volunteer to help 
assemble the LINK for mailing please 

come to the church office on  
 Tuesday May 28th at 9am . 

May Birthdays:  
 

Kris Fitting (3rd); Millie Ann Case (4th); Linda York (5th); 
Richard Jutte (7th); Virginia Barkley (10th); Nola Tilton 

(12th); Larry Lantz, Rachel Schroeder (14th); Jack Wagner 
(15th);; Marie Eier, Rylee Parker (20th); Craig Whitcomb 

(21st); Martha Campbell (23rd); Brynnan Carpenter (24th); 
Rob Sinner , Rhett Crane (25th); Jakob Dilling, Jan Kautz, 

Deanna Stewart, Brock Travis (26th); Cailen  
Meske (27th); Kerri Sandaine (29th); Rob Sandaine (31st) 
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Mark your Calendars: May 5th 
Join us monthly as we celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for 
a special Happy Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  

Stop by for some cake, coffee and conversation for your special birth-
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 This months “Tales from the Library” selections 
were recommended by CPC ’s very own Christian 
Book Club.  This month ’s picks have a little some-
thing for everyone… whether you want to take a 
journey into the beautiful hills of Ireland in “The 
Tour”; return to the devastation and ruins of World 
War II in “All The Light We Cannot See”; or feel the 
love in ”A Man Called Ove”. The book club invites 
and welcomes any new readers that would like to 
join in fellowship and sharing the love of litera-
ture.  The group meets every other month on the 
first Monday at 10am in the chapel.  Their next 
meeting will be held on June 3rd.  

“All the Light We  

Cannot See:”  

by Anthony Doerr 

“A Man Called Ove”  

by Fredrick Backman 

“The Tour”  

by Jean Grainger 

Reading 
is to the mind  

what exercise 
is to the body. 
~Joseph Addison 

If you have a book you would like to 

recommend please contact Anna at the 

church office! 



NEW MEMBER CLASS 
SATURDAY, MAY 11 

8:30 - 11:30AM in FELLOWSHIP HALL 
   

 Are you actively involved in the life and ministry of Congrega-
tional-Presbyterian Church but have not yet made the commitment 
of  
membership? Would you like to hear more about our church and 
our  
vision for ministry?  Would you like to deepen your connection with 
the people and ministries of our church?  Then, the New Member 
Class is for you. 
 Through the New Member Class, you will be able to explore 
what we as a faith community believe, interact with Pastors Steve 
and McLane and other leaders of our church, and have a chance to  
discuss any questions you may have before deciding whether you 
would like to become a member of our congregation.   
 Attending a New Member Class does not require that you join, 
but it will give you the necessary information to make a decision 
about  
membership. 
 The next New Member Class will meet in Fellowship Hall on  
Saturday, May 11, 8:30 – 11:30am.  A light breakfast will be served.  
Please contact the church office (208-743-4444) to sign up for the 
class and to let us know if you need child care. 
  If you are interested in church membership but unable to 
attend this class, Pastor Steve will be 
glad to meet with you personally to 

discuss membership.  

Please contact him at the 
church by phone ( 
208-743-4444) or you 
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Believe: An All-Church  
Wednesday Night Gathering 
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Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, with questions, concerns 
or comments at kellyp@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 791-1262. 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re  
invited to  Children’s Church each  
Sunday morning! Come to the 9:00am 
Worship Service and right after the 
Young Disciples time, all kids who are 
in Preschool (4 years) through Fifth 
Grade are invited upstairs Pilgrim Hall 
for Children’s Church!  Each week has a 
Bible Lesson and fun activities!  *A note 
to Parents: Children’s  Church  
concludes at 10:15am.  At that time, you 
may come get your child(ren) and take 
them to the All–Church Fellowship time 
in Fellowship Hall or allow them to  
remain upstairs, with our fun child-care 
providers.  Please pick them up by 
11:00am.  We will not dismiss the  
children to Fellowship Hall without an 
adult.   

 

Preschool to Fifth Grade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Believe: An All-Church  
Wednesday Night Gathering 

There’s a place for all kids Preschool to 
5th grade at Congo-Pres Mid Week 
Kids Club on Wednesday nights. A 
family style supper begins at 5:30  
followed by our super awesome Kids 
Club from 6-7pm!  Come have fun with 
us as we go on Adventures in Odyssey 
each week! Hope to see you then! May 
15th is the last Kids Club until  
September.  Be sure to join us for VBS 
in July! 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to CongoPres VBS, YeeHaw!: Celebrat-
ing God’s Greatest Gift!  At YeeHaw VBS, kids 
discover that God gives good gifts, participate in 
memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, experience 
one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, and enjoy a free 
kid friendly dinner. CongoPres Vacation Bible School 
is every Tuesday night in July from 5:30-7:30pm.  
VBS is for children ages 4 (4 years old by September 
1, 2019) thru 5th grade (entering 5th grade in fall 
2019). VBS is FREE. Registration opens Monday, June 
3, 2019. Register online at www.congo-pres.org or 
pick up a paper in Fellowship Hall. Sign up to help 
with VBS in Fellowship Hall! 

Did you know that childcare is provided at every  
services at CongoPres? Our nursery is open on 
Sundays, Wednesdays and for all worship services! 
 
Loving child care for infants through age three is  
provided for the Sunday 9:00am Contemporary  
Service beginning at 8:45am.  Your child is welcome 
to remain in the nursery until Fellowship Hour ends at 
11:00am.  Childcare for ages 1st grade and younger is 
available during the 11:00am Traditional  
Service.  Childcare for infants through age 3 is  
provided on Wednesday nights from 5:30-7:00pm.  



Strawberry Pretzel Salad 
From Noreen Anderson 

Pretzels (enough to cover desired pan size) 
1 tbsp. margarine, melted 
1 (8oz) container Cool Whip 
1 (8oz) package cream cheese, softened 
1 large package strawberry Jell-O 
2 cups boiling water 
1 package frozen strawberries 
 

Crush pretzels and mix with melted margarine.  Press into pan.  
Mix Cool Whip and softened cream cheese.  Spread over layer 
of pretzels.  Mix together strawberry Jell-O and boiling water.  
Stir until dissolved.  Add frozen strawberries to Jell-O.  Stir un-
til berries are thawed.  Slowly pour this Jell-O mixture over the 
cream cheese and pretzels in pan.  Refrigerate several hours  
before serving.   
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 the FOOD before us,  

the  beside us, 

& the between us.  

Amen 

This months recipe was taken from 
the Congo-Pres Cookbook.  If you 

don’t have a cookbook and 
would like one please stop by the 

office… we have lots!! 



 Men's Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:45am in 
Fellowship Hall.   Pastor Steve leads this bible study and        
discussion.  The group is currently reading the  Gospel of John.  
Enjoy coffee and donuts, and experience great fellowship with 
the men of the church.  

 

 Wednesday in the Word takes place every Wednesday, at 12pm, in 
the Chapel.   This weekly, in-depth study and discussion is led by 
Pastor Steve and relates to the Sunday morning sermon text.  
All are welcome to join the exploration of biblical teaching and 
its application for Christian living. 

 

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer meets on the fourth Saturday of 
each month.  The group will meet again Saturday, May 25th from 
10-11am, in the Conference Room.  All women are welcome. No 
prayers are turned away!  For questions contact Leslie Schrette 
at (208) 790-4799. 

 

 Women’s Association will hold their next meeting on Monday, May 
13th at 10am in Fellowship Hall.  May hostesses are Barbara 
Riggs, Peggy Fulton, and Nell Bice.  Devotions will be led by Nell 
Bice and Pastor Steve will be presenting the program: 
“Everything is Good”. 

 

 Women’s Christian Book Club will meet again on Monday,  June 
3rd at 10:30am in the Chapel.  Be ready to discuss a recent book 
you have read! The book club has started meeting every-other 
month to allow time to read and cherish our books.   

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study  meets on the  2nd and 4th 
Monday’s of each month.  This month they will meet May 13th and 
27th at 6:45 pm in the Conference Room.  They are currently 
sharing a study titled “I AM Statements of Jesus”.  Contact  
Lauri Wilbraham with questions and to receive a study book 
(208) 717-1738. 

 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets weekly on Friday’s, from 
9:45am to 11:00am, in the Chapel.  The group has started a study 
on the book of Philippians.  All women are welcome.  Join us for 
coffee and good discussion of this great book of faith. Study 
books will be available at class.  For questions call Jean Allen at 
(208) 746-0557.   
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The Annual CPC Flower Sale has started!! Get 

your coupons and support our youth Missions!! 

The last Women’s Association 
Meeting, until fall, will be held Mon-
day May 13th at 10 am. In Fellowship 

Hall  All women of the church are 

If any  of your contact information is incorrect in the new photo  
directory please let the office know .  We’ve had a few misprints 

and  are trying to figure out how to best correct the problem.  

HAPPY  
MOTHERS DAY! 

 



To Our Congregational Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
 Thank you for your outpouring of kindness shown to us over the past 
14 months.  Thank you for all your prayers, cards, food, the list is endless.  
A big thank you to Pastor Steve for the beautiful service for Al and to the 
women who provided a fabulous meal after the service.  Al would have been 
honored as we are honored for all you did for us. 
 The Family of Al Johnson 

 Glenna, Dan, Susan, Debbie, Karen, Chuck & Granddaughters 
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 A big thank you to those who have set up Am-
azon Smile accounts… our donations have 

grown from $2 to $40 in just one year!!  Every 
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Join us for 

Fun & Fellowship!! 

Snack & Drinks Provided! 

Friday, May 17th 
7-9 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
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CongoPres Youth is selling dis-
count coupons to Patt’s Gar-
den Center (in Clarkston) in 
support of our Summer Youth 
Missions. Each  
coupon is $25 and will pur-
chase one flat of annuals or 
vegetables, or a half-flat of ge-
raniums. To purchase coupons, 
fill out an order form  
located in Fellowship Hall and  
return it with check or cash to 
the church office. Coupons will 
be available to use starting 
May 1. Thank you for your sup-

Middle school      
ministry (6-8th grades)  
Sunday nights from 5-
6:30pm is all about middle 
school madness! Join us for 
food (sometimes thrown), 
faith, and fun with friends. 
At Wired we believe that 
God is calling each of us to 
follow Him with our whole 
lives. We want to explore 
what that means together– 

At 6:30pm between Wired and Yippy, all stu-
dents share a meal together in Fellowship Hall. 
These meals are  
generously provided by small groups in our con-

High school ministry (9-
12th grade) 
Do you want to know more 
about your faith and how it im-
pacts your daily life? Are you 
looking for a place to grow in 
your faith with a group of 
friends? Yippy is our high 
school ministry that provides a 
place for students to gather 
and grow together. We meet 
on Sunday evenings from  7-
8:30pm for games, worship, 
and fellowship together. It’s 
always a blast and a little crazy!  

In our groups, we are exploring the concept of  
abundance of life that can be found in Jesus. We 
find that this can factor into relationships, work 
ethic,  
spiritual gifts, and how we respond to the events 
that shape our lives. We are looking at how this 
effects us both as middle school and high school 
aged Jesus-followers, and how it can apply 

Who: YIPPY & WIRED students 
 

When: Sunday, May 5th 
 

Time: 5:00 – 7:00pm 
 

Where: The Youth House 
 

Come celebrate with us! 

Wednesday Evenings from 5:30-7pm 
Both high school and middle school We begin 
our evenings together at 5:30pm with a con-
gregational shared meal in Fellowship Hall. 
After that, in our smaller group, we will contin-
ue to take a look at what it means to be fully 
satisfied in our personal relationships with 
Christ, through study of a book called  
Uninvited by Lysa TerKeurst. This book ex-
plores the concept of “living loved when you 
feel less than, left out, and lonely”. We believe 
that this is a  vital skill to learn in our culture of 
comparison. We look forward to growing to-
gether and learning more about who we were 
made to be as children of God.  

*If you have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out to one of our 
interns!  
Tessa Heagy (Sr.Hi.): 907-726-7154 
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Fit & Fall Proof  
 (Senior Exercise) 

Join us every  
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 

at 9am 
in Fellowship Hall 

Is your home fall proof? 
• All indoor and outdoor handrails are not broken and are securely 

fastened 
• Remove small throw rugs or use double-sided tape to keep the 

rugs from slipping 
• Lamp, extension, and phone cords are safely tucked away from 

walkways 
• Grab bars are securely installed at the toilet, bath and shower 

walls 
• Non-slip strips are installed in bath/shower 
• Items used frequently, such as towels, bedding, dishes, food items, 

phones and lamps are easy to reach 

Pie Safe Bakery 
Thursday, May 16th 

10:30 am—2pm 

If you’d like to join in on this yummy adventure please be at 
the church by 10:30 am for departure.  Return time will be 

around 2pm.  Please sign up in Fellowship Hall or RSVP to the 
church office at 208-743-4444. 
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(Menu is subject to change) 

Join us as we meet weekly to fill each other up in  
community & fellowship!  We have something for 
everyone! 

Children’s Chime Choir: 5-5:30p 
Simple Supper: 5:30p 

Guided Studies: 6:00 – 7:00p  

May Simple Supper Menu 
 

May 1st: Potluck Salads 
Bring your favorite salad to share 

 
May 8th: Sloppy Joe’s 

 
May 15th:  Pizza Night 

May 15th will be our last MID-
WEEK until fall! 
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9:00am Contemporary Service   
This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  
Our talented Song Team leads our music.  Children’s 
Church is available for kids entering Preschool thru 5th 
grade (kids excused after young disciples).  Come as you 
are and worship in a casual atmosphere.  
 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  
Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each 
other’s lives. This sense of community is vital as we get 
to know our neighbors! Childcare available during the 
10:15am fellowship hour. 
 

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn selections, an-
thems sung by our choir and special music offerings.  
Join us for refreshments following worship.  

This month’s needs: 

Food Bank Sunday 
Sunday May 19th 

•Peanut Butter 

•Top Ramen 

•Noodles 

•Pasta 

•Rice 

•Dry Beans 

•Jam/Jelly 

•Snack Bars 

•Condiments 

•Jell-O 

These items may be brought to Fellowship Hall 

and deposited in the grocery cart.  Thank you! 
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Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, with questions at 
KellyP@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 208-791-1262. 

Welcome to CongoPres VBS, YeeHaw!: Celebrating God’s Greatest Gift!  At YeeHaw VBS, kids 
discover that God gives good gifts! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, and enjoy a free 
kid friendly dinner. CongoPres Vacation Bible School is every Tuesday night in July from 5:30-7:30pm.  
VBS is for children ages 4 (4 years old by September 1, 2019) thru 5th grade (entering 5th grade in fall 
2019). VBS is FREE. Registration opens Monday, June 3, 2019. Register online at www.congo-pres.org 
or pick up a paper in Fellowship Hall.  

We need YOUR help to make VBS a success! Beginning Sunday, May 12th, sign-up at the 
Welcome Center to help at VBS in the following ways:  
 
• Donate craft supplies.  Kids LOVE crafts! Stop by the Cash for Crafts clip board and donate    

$5-$20 dollars.  
• Donate dinner supplies.  Kids LOVE to eat fun food!  Stop by the dinner donation clip board 

and choose an item to donate weekly. 
• Donate your TIME at VBS!  We need volunteers to help at VBS in the following areas: Dinner 

prep and serving, craft preparation, registration, recreation, etc.  See the clip board at the        
Welcome Center listing specific job descriptions! 

Save the Date for CongoPres VBS!!! 
Tuesday nights in July 2019: July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
5:30-7:30pm for kids Pre-K through 5th Grade  
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ISRAEL TRIP SLIDE SHOW 
4:00pm on Sunday, May 

Pastor Steve and a group from our 

church  

recently returned from a trip to Is-

rael.  All are 
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Operation Christmas Child Update 
 The 2018 goal here at CPC was to put together 65 boxes for Operation  
Christmas Child… we put together 70!!   AMEN!  The Lewiston/Clarkston valley (as a 
whole) collected 5,186 boxes for this global organization. The entire western region 
collected 305,197 boxes which made a worldwide  total of 10, 623, 776. for 2018.  
Amazing!    The committee has set a new goal this year of 70 boxes to fill… let’s 
work together to meet this goal! 
 Two hundred thousand teachers were trained to teach the Greatest Journey.  
Four million children participated in the Greatest Journey.  Two point eight million 
graduated.  Two million made decisions to accepted Christ as their Savior.   
 Want to help?  There are boxes available to pick up and fill anytime.  What is a 
“quality box”?  It is a box stuffed plum full of good things for a child plus a few 
things for his siblings.  Example:  Instead of one tooth brush add  3 or 4 extra’s.  It is 
a box bathed in prayer.  It is a box with a note and perhaps your picture and address.  
Remember this child gets only one box in his lifetime.  Make it real good.  He or she 
may write to you. 
 It’s never too early to start buying items for your O.C.C. box.  Each month look 
in the LINK for ideas on a specific gender and age.  Let’s meet our 2019 goal!! 

What’s Inside 

• Flip flops 

• Plain t-shirt 

• Soccer ball 

• Pump 

• Pencils 

• Dolphin toy 

• Toothbrush/toothpaste set 

• Small plastic container 

• Three cars 

• Two pencil sharpeners 

• Notebook 

• Four small washcloths 

• Small ball 

• Eraser 

• Bandana 

• Rubber bands (not pictured) 

• Soap (not pictured) 

• Twine (not pictured) 

May’s Example  
Boy Age 5-9 
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17 
9a Sr. Exercise 
9:45a Women’s  
   Bible Study 
 
7p Ladies Bunco  
     Night 
 
 
 
 

18 
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22 
 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 
 9a  Senior Exercise 
 12n  Wed. in the Word 
 
   7p Choir 

23 
 

 

 

 

24 
 
9a Sr. Exercise 
9:45a Women’s  
Bible Study (Final 
study until Fall) 
 
 
 

25 
 10a Sweet Hour  
         of Prayer 
 

26 
 

  9a Worship  
 10a Fellowship 
 11a Worship 
 12n Fellowship 
 

27 28 
 9a LINK 
     Volunteers                          
9:30a Staff Mtg 
 
 

29 
 6:45a Men’s Bible Study 
 9a Sr. Exercise 
 12n Wed. in the Word 
 
  
   

30 
  
 
 
 
 
  

31 
9a Sr. Exercise 
 

 


