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Dear Church Family,                      
 

 The generosity of God is seen throughout the Bible.  The Apostle Paul reminds 
us that God, “Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all” (Romans 
8:32), will generously give us all that we need.  One of the wonderful truths of our faith 
is that God deals with us on the basis of generosity without regard for whether or not 
we deserve it.  We sometimes find that hard to believe because it is opposed to so 
much that we have been taught about life.  We generally think that only those who 
have worked hard deserve to receive the benefits life has to offer.  But God doesn’t 
work that way.  He gives freely according to our need. 
 Jesus tells a story in the twentieth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel.  It’s about a 
landowner who hires men to work in his vineyard.  Some of the men work all day in the 
vineyard, while others who are hired later in the day put in only a partial day’s work.  
There are even some who work only one hour.  When it comes time to pay the men for 
their work, they all receive the same amount of pay – one denarius, which was enough 
money for a worker to care for his family for a day.  You can guess what the workers 
who labored all day thought about that.  They complain, saying they  deserve much 
more than those who only worked one hour. 
 The landowner responds to their complaints by saying: “I want to give the men 
who were hired last the same as I gave you.  Don’t I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money?  Or are you envious because I am generous?”  God’s ways are 
not based on merit but on grace.  The landowner, who clearly represents God, was 
from the very beginning concerned for the welfare of the workers.  Each worker  
received not what he had earned on an hourly basis, but what he needed to sustain his 
family for a day.   

What kind of people do we desire to be?  People who give generously because 
others are in need, or people who give only in response to what we determine others 
have earned?  If we seek to live as God would have us live, we live as generous     
people. 

We want to be a generous church, a church that 
reaches out to others by     sharing the gifts that God has 
given each one of us.  October 14 is the first of four        
Stewardship Sundays, a time for us to consider what we 
will give in the coming year for the ministry of the church.  
When you consider your 2019 Financial Commitment later 
this month, I encourage you to give based on God’s     
generosity toward you. 

 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Pastor Steve 



. 



Seasons of Giving - Past, Present and Future 
 

 Our stewardship theme this year is a reminder that God’s blessings to the Congo 
Pres family have been over many years and many generations. You all have been so faithful 
sharing your time and treasure every year - thank you! This history of  generosity at Congo 
Pres has not only benefited our congregation, it has provided financial support for many  
ministries benefiting our community as well. 
 

 Starting Sunday October 14th, Pastor Steve and Pastor McLane will, for four weeks, 
focus on stewardship in their Sunday message. They will help us explore the different ways 
our congregation can respond to God’s call to share the abundant blessings he has given to 
all of us. There will also be brief stewardship messages from church members highlighting 
legacy gifts given over the years that provided such a strong foundation to the present  
finances and ministries of Congo Pres that we all currently enjoy.  
 

Sunday Stewardship speakers: 
 Oct. 14 - Tom Boubel 
 Oct. 21 - Peggy Fulton 
 Oct. 28 - McLane Stone 
 Nov. 4  - Josh McKarcher  
 

 Stewardship packets will be mailed the week of October 7th prior to the start of our 
Stewardship Sundays together.  The prayer of the Stewardship committee is that each of 
you will meditate on the Word and Spirit of God spoken by our pastors and these speakers – 
and prayerfully consider your 2019 pledge to Congregational Presbyterian Church. If you did 
not pledge in 2018, it would be of great benefit to your Board and Trustees to make a 2019 
pledge so they can more accurately plan the budget and ministries for the coming year.  We 
will be asking the congregation to return pledge cards by the last Stewardship Sunday  
November 4th. 
 

 Members of the Stewardship committee will be available during the Fellowship hour 
between services these four Stewardship Sundays to answer any questions/concerns – and 
also to hear your ideas and suggestions regarding future speakers/classes about giving and 
personal finance from a biblical point of view. 
 

 We are grateful for each of you and our shared love for Jesus Christ in this church, 

and the generosity of our congregation. Along with you, the Stewardship committee is       

excited to see where God leads all of us in sharing His word and the caring ministries of 

Congo Pres in the year to come. 

With grateful hearts   ---   your Stewardship committee 

Kathy Johnson, Judy Rooney, Vicky Boubel, Tom Boubel (Chair) 



BAKE SALE Sunday, Oct. 28, 2018 
 

Calling all bakers and those who love to eat.   
 

 The Missions Committee is hosting a bake sale before, between and after church  
services on Oct. 28th with proceeds of the sale to help pay membership fees to the Toast-
masters Club inside the Orofino Prison.   Three members of our church, Vic Racicot, Kate 
Nowlin and Patti Mann plus one friend from Moscow helped to start the prison club in April 
2017.  Volunteers are required, or the club cannot conduct a meeting.   The inmates  
consistently share their appreciation to the volunteers weekly for choosing to spend Friday 
evenings at the prison for the Toastmaster meeting and they are grateful for the generous 
donations that helped start the club.    

 Toastmaster’s is an international organization of members who strive to improve their 
communication and leadership skills.  We have weekly meetings where members can  
practice these skills in a safe, friendly, encouraging environment.  The members learn  
together by speaking, leading meetings, giving one another feedback etc.   The inmates 
who participate in the meetings have given us feedback such as: 
  “I found my inner voice and am discovering skills I did not know I have.” 

  “This is one of best things that we participate in.” 
  “These are my favorite two hours of the week.” 
  “Toastmasters has helped me organize my thoughts and communicate with my attorney.”   

 Only in its first year, the Orofino prison club has earned the Select Distinguished Club 
Award.  This is for clubs who maintain a minimum of 20 members and meet various goals.  
The cost to be a member of a Toastmaster’s club is $20 initially plus $45/member for each  
six-month period; fees are due bi-annually by March 31 and Sept. 30.   Most inmates can-
not afford the membership fees or can pay only a partial payment toward membership.  
To sustain the club for years to come, we are currently focusing on two things:  additional  
volunteers and money to fund the bi-annual fee for each member.  Our church currently 
sponsors membership fees for one prisoner for one year.     

 You can help by providing baked goods for the sale.   Members of the Missions  
committee will be in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Oct. 27 from 9-noon to collect the baked 
goods or items can also be brought on Sunday morning.  Please contact Patti Mann at 
(208)790-0693 or pattim@cableone.net If you have any questions.     



Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries for more information at:  

kellyp@congopres.org, (208)743-4444 or (208)791-1262. 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited to  

Children’s Church each Sunday morning 

in October! Come to the 9:00am Worship 

Service and right after the Young Disciples 

time, all kids who are in Preschool (4 

years) through Fifth Grade are invited  

upstairs Pilgrim Hall for Children’s Church!  

Each week has a Bible Lesson and fun  

activities!  *A note to Parents: Children’s  

Church concludes at 10:15am.  At that time, 

you may come get your child and take them 

to the All–Church Fellowship time in  

Fellowship Hall or allow them to remain  

upstairs, with our fun child-care providers. 

Please pick them up by 11:00am.  We will 

not dismiss the children to Fellowship Hall 

without an adult.  Thanks! 

 

     

 

 

Hey Congo-Pres Kids!  Come for a 

morning of fall fun during Children’s 

Church at our annual FUNDAY  

SUNDAY on October 28th!  FUNDAY 

SUNDAY will be full of fun treats, 

games, prizes and a really AWESOME 

Bible lesson that Jesus taught on how 

to FEAR NOT (John 14:27).   You 

don’t want to miss this super FUN 

day!!!   

 

Preschool through 5th Grade 

There’s a place for all kids Preschool to 5th grade 

at Congo-Pres Mid Week Kids Club each 

Wednesday night in October.  A family style  

supper begins at 5:30 followed by our super  

awesome Kids Club from 6-7pm!  Come have fun 

with us as we go on Adventures in Odyssey each 

week!   

Join us Sunday, October 14th, 4-6pm, for the Family Fall Fest!  This fun 

event will include a chili cook-off contest and pumpkin carving for all.  

Sign-ups for crock pots of chili and desserts are out in  Fellowship Hall 

now.   This all-church event is being put on by Children and Youth Minis-

tries at CongoPres.  All are welcome to attend!   Hope to see you there!   

 



Pumpkin Carving  
For all ages!!! 

November 9 – 11, 2018 
 

At Clearwater Lodge (Camp Spalding) north of Spokane 
 

For information about the retreat and to register on-line, go to www.clearwaterlodge.org 
 

Questions???  Contact Pastor Steve (he is attending the Retreat)  
at 208-743-4444 or stevew@congopres.org 

 
Retreat Speaker Jim Singleton is well-known and spaces may fill up, especially in the Lodge. 

 
As we get closer to the retreat, we will coordinate carpooling for 

those interested. 

Family Fall Fest 
When:  Sunday October 14th 

Time:  4-6pm 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall to bring your  
favorite Chili or Dessert!! 

PRIZES for the best 
Chili, Dessert & Pumpkin Design!! 

This is an ALL-CHURCH event being put  
on by Children’s & Youth Ministry.   
Questions? Contact Pastor McLane or Kelly Paynter.  



 Men's Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:45am in Fellowship Hall.   Pastor Steve 
leads this bible study and discussion.  The group is currently reading the  Gospel of Luke.  Enjoy coffee 
and donuts, and experience great fellowship with the men of the church.  

 

 Wednesday in the Word takes place every Wednesday, at 12:00pm, in the Chapel.   This weekly, 
in-depth study and discussion is led by Pastor Steve and relates to the Sunday morning sermon text.  
All are welcome to join the exploration of biblical teaching and its application for Christian living. 

 

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer will meet on Saturday, October 27th from10-11am, in the 
Conference Room.  All women are welcome to come.  No prayers are turned away! 

 

 Women’s Association will hold their next meeting on October 8th at 10am in Fellowship Hall.  
October Hostesses are Darlene Plant & Sally Zimmerer.  Devotions will be led by Roberta Owens and 
Pastor Steve will be presenting the program: “Jesus: Son of Man”. 

 

 Women’s Christian Book Club will meet again on Monday, November 5th at 10:30am in the 
Chapel.  Be ready to discuss a recent book you have read! We have started to meet every-other month 
to allow time to read and cherish our books.  

 

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study  meets on the  2nd and 4th Monday’s of each month.  
This month they will meet October 8th & 22nd at 6:45 pm in the Conference Room. They are  

       currently studying  a study titled “Busyness”. 

 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets weekly in the Chapel from 9:45am to 11:00am. This 
fall are studying the Book of Hebrews.  All women are welcome.  Join us for coffee and good discus-
sion of this great book of faith. Study books will be available at class.  For questions call Jean Allen at 
208-746-0557. 

 

The Membership and Evangelism ministry team is 
busy with planning and implementing events 

that will build our church's membership,  
support our congregation, and share the gospel 

with our community.   

Want to come serve, work, and play 
with us?  We would love to share 
what we do and what's involved in 

being a team member.   

Please call Toni Carlyle at 
(509) 758-9380 for more information 



October 21st is Food Bank Sunday 

October Food Bank Needs 
Pie Filling 

Evaporated Milk 
Cranberry Sauce 

Stuffing 
Olives 

Mushrooms 
Yams 

Tin Foil 
Seran Wrap 

Tin Foil Pans 

These items may be brought to Fellowship Hall and  

deposited in the grocery cart.  Thank you! 

LINK Deadline & Volunteers 

 

The deadline to submit articles for the November LINK is  

October 22nd AT NOON 
Articles may be sent via email to annab@congopres.org  

or brought to the church office.  Articles received past the 

deadline will not be guaranteed submission. 

If you would like to volunteer to help assemble the LINK  

for mailing please come to the church office on 
Tuesday, October 30th, at 9am . 



  

“The God Who Speaks” 
 

Tracing the Evidence for Biblical Authority 
 

A course taught by Pastor Steve Wilbraham 
 

In Fellowship Hall 
 

This video series explores the Bible as the Word of God. 

October Simple Supper Menu: 
(Menu is subject to changes) 

 

 October 3rd:  Soup 

 October 10th:    Sloppy Joes  

 October 17th:    Breakfast Casseroles 

 October 24th: Potato Bar 

 October 31st:  Mac & Cheese 

Schedule: 

Children’s Chime Choir: 5-5:30pm 

Simple Supper: 5:30pm 

Guided Studies: 6–7pm  

Kids Club:  6-7pm 

Join us every Wednesday night for dinner, community and  
fellowship.  There is a little something for everyone…  

join us… we’d love to see you!! 

Guided Study Options for Adults 

“Renewed Minds” 
 

Understanding Our Faith  
through the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

A course taught by Pastor McLane Stone 
 

In the basement of the Administration Building 
 

Guided Study Options for Kids: 

Preschool to 5th Grade  

“Uninvited: Living Loved When 
You Feel Less Than, Left Out, 

and Lonely” 
 

By Lysa Terkeurst 

Jr. High & High School Girls 



 
 

9:00am Contemporary Service   
This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our  
talented Song Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is 
available for kids entering Preschool thru 5th grade (kids  
excused after young disciples).  Come as you are and worship 
in a casual atmosphere.  
 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  
Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each  
other’s lives. This sense of community is vital as we get 
to know our neighbors! Childcare available during the 
10:15am fellowship hour. 
 

11:00am Traditional Service   
This worship is traditional with hymn selections, anthems 
sung by our choir and special music offerings.  Join us for 
refreshments following worship.  

Dining with Friends 
 

Mark your calendars….  
November 17th will be the next 
“Dining with Friends”.  The dinner 
will be held in Fellowship Hall and 
begins at 6:30pm.  A sign-up sheet 
will be in Fellowship Hall  
mid-October.   



About the Movie:   

Growing up in Greenville, Texas, Bart Millard suffers 
physical and emotional abuse at the hands of his fa-
ther, Arthur. When   Arthur becomes terminally ill, he 

finds redemption by embracing his faith and rediscov-
ering his love for his son. Years later, Bart's troubled 

childhood and mended relationship with his dad in-
spires him to write the hit song  "I Can Only Imagine" as  

singer of the Christian band MercyMe.  

When:  Thursday, October 11th 
Time:  10am 

Baked 

Potato 

Bar 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Thursday November 15th 
 

11am in Fellowship Hall 
 

More Information will be available in the November LINK. 



A Life Changed by a Simple Gift 
 

Date: Friday, October 26, 2018 
Time:  10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Place:  Fellowship Hall 
 

Please join us to hear Jaki Steward share how a simple 
shoebox gift changed her life.  Find out how YOU can make a  

difference in the world by packing a simple shoebox gift. 
Bring your friends and family.  We look forward to seeing 

you!  For more information, please contact Jannell Farrell, 
Area Coordinator, at (208) 660-6526. 

JAKI STEWARD was left at an orphanage in Guatemala by her young mother when she was 
only a few months old.  Sharing a room with 12 other girls, Jaki learned to protect the few 
possessions she had.   One December, when Jaki was 5 years old, she received an Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox gift.  Cuddling the stuffed animal she received in her shoebox, Jaki 
felt special, loved and cared for.  She had something to call her own.  One year later, she 
was adopted into a family in the United States and she started packing shoeboxes to 
share the love of Jesus with other children like herself.  To hear about GOD’S LOVE in her 
life, please join us for a special time of Jaki sharing her testimony. 

Help CONGOPRES fill “60” boxes!! 
  
Items Ideas:   
Soccer Ball (Make sure to include a manual air pump so that the ball can be reinflated.); Toy 
Truck or Boat; Stuffed Animal, Small Musical Instrument (i.e. harmonica, woodwind recorder), 
Backpack, Comb, Hairbrush, Toothbrush, Washcloth, Reusable Plastic Containers (i.e. cup, wa-
ter bottle, plate, bowl, blunt-edged utensils), Pencils, Small Manual Pencil Sharpener, Erasers, 
Colored Pencils, Pencil Case, Pens, Crayons, Markers, Notebooks, Blank Index Cards, Magnets, 
Solar-Powered Calculator, Safety Scissors, Ruler, Protractor, Glue Sticks (no liquid glue), 
Small Adhesive Tape, Shoes and Socks, Flip-flops,  Wrist Watch, Hat/Scarf/Mittens, Blocks, 
Sunglasses, Bandana, Coloring Pads/Books, Picture Books,  Stickers, Binoculars, Puzzles, 
Compass, Foam Ball, Yo-Yo, Small Kite, Hacky Sack, Finger Puppets, Slinky, Playdough,  
Playing Cards, Plastic Dinosaurs/Animals 
 
See the sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall for more gift  
suggestions or to donate money (each box costs $9 to 
ship).  For more information please contact Jim McCracken 
at 208-743-4444. 
 



Youth Combined      
Dinner 6:30-7  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 
 

11 12 13 

14 
 

15 16 17 
 

18 19 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31      

 Please contact Pastor McLane, or 
 Bobbi Jo Sinner, Youth Ministry                       

Secretary at 743-4444,  
in the church office. 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 
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Dinner 6:30-7  
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PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. …………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone………………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  

 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Leslie Schrette.....……. . . . . . ………..... ….. Adult Ministry 

Travis Walker ……. .. . . . . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………...….... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Peggy Fulton. . . . . . . . . . …………...... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Shari Rhodes……. . . . . . . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Toni Carlyle.... . . . . ………….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Andrea Wagner. . . . . . . ….... ….…... . . . . . . . . .. . . Mission 

Jim Osborn…………. . . . . . …….….. Senior Adult Ministry 

Mike Gabby….. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Boubel…... . . . . . . . .. . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Deb Zenner…..... . . . . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Becky Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……..…....... Youth Ministry 

Trustees: 

Chuck Gabby, Josh McKarcher, John Vornholt 

 

STAFF 
 

Kathy Johnson ………...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         KathyJ@congopres.org 
 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 
 

Jim McCracken……... Senior Ministries Director 

JimM@congopres.org 

Clare McCracken...Assist. Sr. Ministries Director 

ClareM@congopres.org 
 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 
 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 
 

Anna Bruce…... …………Secretary/Receptionist 

             AnnaB@congopres.org 
 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list 

or start receiving your copy of the LINK by email, 

please email your request to cpc@congopres.org. 

mailto:ClareM@congopres.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1 
9a  Sr.  Exercise 

1p Service Ministry 

 

2 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

3 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

5p Children’s Chime Chr. 

5:30p MidWeek Supper 

6p Adult Studies 

6p Kid’s Club 

7p Choir 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

5 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9a Women’s 

Bible Study 

6 
 

7 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a  Worship 

12n  Fellowship 

3p RPCC Worship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Dinner 

7:00p YIPPY 

8 
9a  Sr. Exercise 

10a Women’s  

       Association 

6:45p Ladies Bible 

Study 

9 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

11a Sr. Min. Mtg 

 

 

 

6:30p Board Mtg 

10 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

5p Children’s Chime Chr. 

5:30p MidWeek Supper 

6p Adult Studies 

6p Kid’s Club 

7p Choir 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

12 

9a Sr. Exercise 

9a Women’s 

Bible Study 

13 
 

14 
 

9a  Worship  

10a  Fellowship 

11a  Worship 

12n  Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Dinner 

7:00p YIPPY 

15 
9a  Sr. Exercise 

16 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

17 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

5p Children’s Chime Chr. 

5:30p MidWeek Supper 

6p Adult Studies 

6p Kid’s Club 

7p Choir 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

19 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9a Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a    Worship 

12n    Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Dinner 

7:00p YIPPY 

 

22 
 

 

 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

6:45p Ladies Bible 

Study 

23 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

24 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

5p Children’s Chime Chr. 

5:30p MidWeek  Supper 

6p Adult Studies 

6p Kid’s Club 

7p Choir 

25 
 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

26 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9a Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

27 

10a Sweet Hour 

of Prayer 

28 
9a Worship 

 

10a Fellowship 

11a    Worship 

12n    Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Dinner 

7:00p YIPPY 

29 

9a  Sr.  Exercise 

1p Service Min.  

           Mtg 

 

 

 

30 
9a LINK  

        Volunteers 

9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

31 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

5p Children’s Chime Chr. 

5:30p MidWeek Supper 

6p Adult Studies 

7p Kid’s Club 

7p Choir 

   

Food Bank Sunday 

LINK  

Deadline 12p 

Senior’s 

Movie Day 

& Lunch 

10am 

8a Bake Sale 1p-8p Directory Pictures 

Family 

Fall Fest 

4pm 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child Speaker 

10a 

Fun Day Sunday 

Communion  
Sunday 


