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Greetings!   
 My name is Anna Bruce and I am so excited to be the newest member of the 
CongoPres staff.  I thought I would take this opportunity to tell you a little about 
myself and family.  I am the very proud mom of three beautiful children::  Isabell (20), 
Gunnar (14), and Sophie (8).  Isabell is in her Senior year at Boise State;  Gunnar is 
just finishing up his 8th grade year at Kendrick Jr.-Sr. High; and Sophie is in 2nd 
grade at Juliaetta Elementary School.  My life, like most parents, revolves around 
my kids and their extracurricular activities.  I am so thankful to be a part of a large 
and very close family….whom I often refer to as “My Village” because it really does 
take a village to raise a child .  My children and I are members of the Cameron Em-
manuel Lutheran Church in Kendrick where I was born and raised..                                                             
 I want to thank all of the Congo-Pres. members and staff who’ve already made 
me feel so welcome.  All of your prayers, hugs, and smiles have been a huge com-
fort to me as I settle into this new position..  I look forward to meeting you all! 

Blessings, 
Anna Bruce 

 



Dear Church Family, 

         

“It is this Good News that saves you if you firmly believe it – unless, of course, you be-

lieved something that was never true in the first place” (1 Corinthians 15:2). 

 

The Good News includes the statement “Christ died for our sins.”  This is Good News 

because our personal “goodness” cannot overcome the consequence of sin, which is eter-

nal separation from God.  It is at this point that we encounter one of the beliefs that Paul 

describes as having been “never true in the first place,” namely, you and I can be “good 

enough to go to heaven.” 
 

The false belief that we can be “good enough to go to heaven” is based on three as-

sumptions, all of which are contradicted by the Bible: 1. God will accept people who try 

hard to do the right thing.  He understands that no one is perfect, so He accepts people 

who are doing their very best.  Conversely, he will reject bad people like Adolph Hitler 

simply because they’re bad.  2. Human beings are mostly good and God loves us because 

of our goodness.  Our goodness can outweigh whatever evil is in us.  3. We can earn 

God’s favor by obeying his rules.  This assumption follows from the first two: since God 

accepts those who try hard and we are mostly good, we can earn our way into heaven. 
 

What does the Bible say about these three assumptions?  First, God’s acceptance is 

based on our belief in his Son, Jesus Christ, not on trying hard to do the right thing.  

Those who believe are given the free gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23).  Second, God op-

poses all sin to the point that he cannot be in its presence.  Even if we are ninety-nine per-

cent good, the one percent sin in us will cause us to remain separated from God.  “All 

have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious standard” (Romans 3:23).  Third, we cannot 

earn God’s favor.  We can only accept his grace by faith.  “God saved you by his grace 

when you believed.  And you can’t take credit for this; it is a free gift from God.  Salva-

tion is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 

it” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 
 

The basic truth of the Good News is to the church what 

a foundation is to a building.  Just as every structure built 

on a crooked foundation will eventually topple, when 

Christians build their version of the gospel on the founda-

tion of personal goodness their faith will topple into works

-based self-righteousness.  So, let us build our faith on the 

truth as taught in God’s Word, and let us share that faith 

with others so they, too, may hear, believe and be saved. 

 

   Yours in Christ, 

        Pastor Steve 
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9:00am Contemporary Service   

This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song 

Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is available for kids entering Pre-

school thru 5th grade (kids excused after young disciples).  Come as you are 

and worship in a casual atmosphere.  
 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  

Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each other’s lives. This sense 

of community is vital as we get to know our neighbors! Childcare available 

during the 10:15a fellowship hour. 
 

11:00am Traditional Service   

This worship is traditional with hymn selections, anthems sung by our choir 

and special music offerings.  Join us for refreshments following worship.  

Children’s Chime Choir: 5-5:30p 
Simple Supper: 5:30p 

Guided Studies: 6:00 – 7:00p  

Join us as we meet weekly to 

fill each other up in  

community and fellowship!   

We have something for  

everyone! 

Guided Study Options for Adults: 

 Book of Revelation - Led by Pastor Steve 

 Parent’s Class - “Our Kids and Technology” - 1st (April 4th) & 3rd (April 18th) 

Wednesdays- Led by Pastor McLane 

April Simple Supper Menu:  

April 4th: Mac & Cheese Casserole 

April 11th:  Tacos 

April 18th: Chili 

April 25th: Breakfast 
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(Menu is subject to change) 
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Have you ever wondered “how” to stay strong 

and useful for God in today’s busy world?  
 

Join us in Fellowship Hall on  
 

Saturday, April 21st 10am-2pm 
  

for a special spring one-day conference, “Staying 

Strong and Useful for God.”   We are excited to wel-

come guest speaker Diantha Ott from Spokane. 

Ms. Ott will be sharing principles and practical in-

sights to help us “run with endurance the race God 

has set before us”. Hebrews 12:1  
 

A delicious lunch will be catered by Wayback Café.  You won’t 

want to miss this event so mark your calendars today!  

 

Tickets are on sale in Fellowship Hall for $10.00 per person.  



 Men's Bible Study  -  We meet every Wednesday at 6:45am in Fel-

lowship Hall with Pastor Steve who leads our study and discussion.  

We are currently reading the Gospel of Luke.  Enjoy coffee and do-

nuts, and experience great fellowship with the men of the church.  
 

 Wednesday in the Word -  Join us every Wednesday at 12:00pm (in 

the Chapel) with Pastor Steve for an in-depth study and discussion 

related to the Sunday morning sermon text.  All are welcome to join 

the exploration of biblical teaching and its application for Christian 

living. 
 

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer - Join us on Saturday, April 28th at 10am.  No prayers are 

turned away! 
 

 Women’s Association will meet on April 9th at 10am in Fellowship Hall.  April Hostesses 

are Melanie Gibler and Kathy McIntosh.  Devotions will be led by Shari Rhodes and Pastor 

Steve will be presenting the program: “The Fruit of the Spirit is Gentleness.” 
 

 Women’s Book Club will meet again on Monday, May 7th at 10:30am in the Chapel.  Be 

ready to discuss a recent book you have read! We have started to meet every-other month to 

allow time to read and cherish our books.  
 

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study will meet on April 9th and 23rd at 6:45pm in the Confer-

ence Room. Our current study is “Distorted Images of God:  Restoring Our Vision” 
 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets weekly in the Chapel from 9:45am to 

11:00am.  We have begun a new study of 1 Peter, 2 Peter and Jude.  All women are warmly 

welcome to join us in study and fellowship.  For questions call Jean Allen at 208-746-0557. 
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Ring Praise Handbell Solo Concert 
 

 

‘Ring Praise’ from Nampa, will be presenting a special concert of music and scripture 
reading at our church on APRIL 24TH at 7pm.  ‘Ring Praise’ is a musical duet of Phyllis 
Tincher, a handbell soloist, and Sean Rogers, a pianist.   During part of the program, 
members of the audience will be invited to ring hand chimes with them.  While the con-
cert is free, they will collect a free-will offering and sell CDs to help support their mis-
sion.  It should be a wonderful evening for the whole family!   

Dining with Friends 
Come and dine with new and old friends!  Reminisce and find out more about 
your fellow church family members.  This Multi-Generational All-Church Event 
is a favorite!  Sign up in Fellowship Hall or by calling the church office (208-
743-4444) by Monday April 9th.  Childcare available on request 

 



 

Fit & Fall Proof  
(Senior Exercise)  

    

Meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays at 9:00 am in Fellowship 
Hall.  Now is a 
great time to join!  
We have fun and 
get our joints 
moving! 
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Save the Date! 
 

May 17th (Thursday):  Picnic at Swallow’s 
Nest Park; bus will leave from the church at 
11am or you may drive yourself and gather 
with us at the covered picnic area between 
the children’s playground and the boat 
launch. 
 
June 7th (Thursday): Lunch Bunch at  
Rooster’s Landing; Meet in Fellowship Hall 
at 10:45am to ride bus or meet us at 
Rooster’s at 11am. 

Lunch at Pie Safe Bakery 
In Deary, Idaho 

 

Thursday, April 12 
 

If you’d like to join in on this yummy adventure please be at 

the church by 10am for departure.  Return 

time will be around 2pm. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 

SATURDAY, MAY 5 

8:30 – 11:30AM in FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Are you actively involved in the life and ministry of Congregational-

Presbyterian Church but have not yet made the commitment of mem-

bership? Would you like to hear more about our church and our vision 

for ministry?  Would you like to deepen your connection with the peo-

ple and ministries of our church?  Then, the New Member Class is for 

you. 

 

Through the New Member Class you will be able to explore what we as a community believe, 

meet Pastor Steve and other leaders of our church, and have a chance to discuss any questions 

you may have before deciding whether you would like to become a member of our congrega-

tion.  Attending a New Member Class does not require that you join, but it will give you the 

necessary information to make a decision about membership. 

 

The next New Member Class will meet in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, May 5, 8:30 – 11:30am.  

A light breakfast will be served.  Please contact the church office (208-743-4444) to sign up for 

the class and to let us know if you need child care. 

  

If you are interested in church membership but unable to attend this class, Pastor Steve will be 

glad to meet with you personally to discuss membership.  Please contact him at the church by 

phone (208-743-4444) or you can email him at stevew@congopres.org. 

Please sign up in Fellowship Hall or RSVP to 
the church office at 208-743-4444. 



Community Action Food Bank 
April 15th has been designated as Food Bank 
Sunday. This month, the Food Bank has ex-

pressed a need for  
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 Pancake Mix 
 Muffin Mix 
 Syrup 
 Hot Cereal 
 Cold Cereal 
 Mac & Cheese 
 Hamburger 

Helper 

 Chicken Helper 
 Crackers 
 Cake Mixes 
 Frosting 
 Sugar 
 Flour 
 Misc. Spices 
 

 

These items may be 

brought to 

Fellowship Hall and 

deposited in the 

grocery cart there.   

Thank you!!! 

CPC Fund College Scholarship 
applications are now available. 

Application Deadline: May 1, 2018 
 

Through the generosity of former and current members and friends of our congregation, a trust fund has been es-
tablished for the purpose of furthering educational opportunities for members of our congregation and others who 
are or have been involved in the life and ministry of our church.  The trust fund yields an annual interest which is 
used by our CPC Fund Ministry to award scholarships to students. The CPC ministry is excited to announce that the 
applications for our college scholarship are now available.  The CPC Fund Ministry has set the following guidelines: 
1. The recipient must be a member of our congregation and/or active in the Congregational-Presbyterian Church 

youth program at the present time or previously, if now in college or going back to school. 
2. The award is renewable upon application, for a maximum of four years, toward certification or an associate’s,     
 bachelor or graduate degree. 
3. Awards will be given to: 

Those graduating from high school and going on to college 

Current undergraduate and graduate students 

Those in vocational training 

Those in career changes 
 

The applications will be sent out to students who have been active in our youth  
ministries.  Applications are also available at the Welcome Center and in the office. 

Camp Spalding Scholarships 

Application Deadline:  June 1st 



 

 

 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

3 4 

 

Flower 
Sale  

Begins! 

 

Please contact Pastor McLane,                  
or Bobbi Jo Sinner, Youth Secretary in 

the church  office at  743-4444. 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

  Flower Sale Dates: 4/23-7/1 
 

Don’t forget to  
purchase your                  
flowers at the  

Flower Sale!  

 

No School 

for CHS-

Asotin 

County 

 
Easter 
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Please contact Pastor McLane,                  
or Bobbi Jo Sinner, Youth Secretary in 

the church  office at  743-4444. 

  Flower Sale Dates: 4/23-7/1 
 

Don’t forget to  
purchase your                  

flowers at the Flower Sale!  

 



Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, with questions, concerns 

or comments at kellyp@congopres.org, 743-4444 or 791-

Mark your 2018 summer calendar now for 

Camp Spalding!!  Over the years, thousands of 

young lives have been eternally changed dur-

ing summer camp experiences. Come to Camp 

Spalding and find out firsthand what these ex-

periences are made of!  Summer camps start in 

June and run through August for elementary 

ages, through senior high. Camp Spalding is on 

beautiful Davis Lake, north of Spokane. 

Camps for K-Grade 6 are listed below.   

 

Camp scholarships are available. Please con-

tact Kelly Paynter if you need a scholarship.  

Online registration for Summer 2018 is open 

now at www.campspalding.org. Visit the web-

site now for more information!   

No. Camp Grade in Fall       Dates 

101 "Mom/Dad & Me" K-2 & Parent June 15-16 

103 Discovery I 2-4 June 20-23 

104 Junior I 5-6 June 24-30 

108 Junior II 5-6 July 22-28 

111 Discovery II 2-4 August 12-15 

112 Family Camp N/A August 15-19 

202 Pioneer Discovery 2-4 July 1-4 

203 Pioneer Junior 2-4 July 8-14 

Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited 

to  Children’s Church each Sunday 

morning! Come to the 9:00am Worship 

Service and right after the Young Dis-

ciples time, all kids who are in Pre-

school (4 years) through Fifth Grade 

are invited upstairs Pilgrim Hall for 

Children’s Church!  Each week has a 

Bible Lesson and fun activities!  *A 

note to Parents: Children’s  Church 

concludes at 10:15am.  At that time, 

you may come get your child(ren) and 

take them to the All–Church Fellow-

ship time in Fellowship Hall or allow 

them to remain upstairs, with our fun 

child-care providers.  Please pick them 

up by 11:00am.  We will not dismiss 

the children to Fellowship Hall without 

an adult.      
 

Preschool to Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Believe: An All-Church  

Wednesday Night Gathering 

There’s a place for all kids Preschool 

to 5th grade at Congo-Pres Mid Week 

Kids Club!  Join us each Wednesday 

night! A family style supper begins at 

5:30 followed by Kids Club from 6-

7pm!  Come have fun with us as we 

will be digging into The Life of Jesus!  

This year kids will discover that Jesus 

is a real person—a real friend—who 

makes a difference in their lives TO-

DAY. Wednesday nights will be full of 

interactive Bible lessons, games and 

fun!  Hope to see you there! Bring a 

friend!!!  
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April Birthdays:  
Scott Dolezal, Julia Williams (1st); Laurel Curtiss (2nd); Molly Zimmerer, Judy Washburn (3rd);  Denise 

Ruddell, Cherie Wormell, Jempy Zenner (6th); Michael Dolezal (7th); Kaydenze Emerich (8th);  Bob 
Franklin (10th); Rick Crane, Marvin Peterson, Ella Rudolph (12th); Ryanne Travis (13th); Denis Hack-
with, Paul Schrette (15th); Ryan Katzenberger (17th); Don Thornton, Kason Van Buren, Kaitlyn Car-

penter (18th); Judy Delka (20th); Bob Coons, Anna Dolezal, Melanie Gibler, Mark Peterson (21st); Wy-
att Wittman, Dan Rudolph (22nd); Krista Solem (23rd); Megan McKown, Melissa Thomson (24th); Ron 

Jones (25th); Kirsten Kaiser, Lynn Ridinger, Logan Hibbard (26th); Lori Coons, Beth Katzenberger 
(27th); Janis Dahlgren, Sam Funk,  and Jim Schroeder (28th) 

 
 

If we missed your birthday please let  Anna in the office know (208-743-4444). 
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Becky Hubbard’s family wishes to express their sincere gratitude to the 
warm, welcoming and caring people at this church she loved so much.  
Pastor Steve, Beth, Toni and all of the volunteers were very supportive 
and exceptional with Becky’s service and uplifting reception after.  You 
have been a real blessing to us during this difficult time.  We experi-

enced God’s grace through each of you.  Thank you! 

LINK Deadline & Volunteers 
 

The deadline to submit articles for the APRIL LINK is  
 

APRIL 16TH AT NOON 
 

Articles may be sent via email to annab@congopres.org or brought 
to the church office.  Articles received past the deadline will not be 
guaranteed submission, so please plan accordingly.  Volunteers will 
meet in the Administration Building on Tuesday, April 24th at 9am 

to assemble the LINK for mailing. 

Mark your Calendars: April 8th  
 

 Join us monthly as we celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a 
special Happy Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  Stop by for 
some cake, coffee and conversation for your special birthday month! 
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PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. …………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone………………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  

 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Leslie Schrette.....……. . . . . . ………..... ….. Adult Ministry 

Shannon Van Buren. .. . . . . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………...….... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Peggy Fulton. . . . . . . . . . …………...... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Shari Rhodes……. . . . . . . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Jim Schroeder. . . . . ………….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Andrea Wagner. . . . . . . ….... ….…... . . . . . . . . .. . . Mission 

Jim Osborn…………. . . . . . …….….. Senior Adult Ministry 

Carol Trautman . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Boubel…... . . . . . . . . . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Melanie Gibler... . . . . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Becky Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . …….…....... Youth Ministry 

Trustees: 

John Mannschreck, Josh McKarcher, John Vornholt 

 

STAFF 
 

 

Kathy Johnson ………...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         KathyJ@congopres.org 
 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 
 

Jim McCracken……... Senior Ministries Director 

JimM@congopres.org 

Clare McCracken...Assist. Sr. Ministries Director 

ClareM@congopres.org 
 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 
 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 
 

Anna Bruce…... …………Secretary/Receptionist 

             AnnaB@congopres.org 
 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list 

or start receiving your copy of the LINK by email, 

please email your request to cpc@congopres.org. 

mailto:ClareM@congopres.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9a Worship 
         w/ Children’s Church 

10a Easter Brunch 

11a Worship 

12p Fellowship 

3p   Worship @  Royal 

           Plaza Care Center 

 

2 
9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

3 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

4 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a     Sr. Exercise 

12p   Wed. in the Word 

5p     Children’s Chime  

         Choir 

5:30p  Simple Supper 

6p    Midweek@ Congopres 

6p    Parents Class 

6p    Kids Club 

7p    Choir 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

 

 

6 

9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s 

Bible Study 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

8 
9a  Worship 
       w/ Children’s Church 

10a  Fellowship 
11a  Worship 
12n  Fellowship 
5:30p Wired 
6:30p Youth Dinner 
7p  YIPPY 

9 
9a     Sr. Exercise      

10a   Women’s  

            Assn. 

12:15p CPC  
             Fund Mtg. 

6:45p   Women’s 
             Bible Study 

10 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

11a Sr. Min Mtg 

 

 

 

6:30p Board Mtg  

11 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a    Sr. Exercise 

12p  Wed. in the Word 

5p     Children’s Chime  

         Choir 

5:30p  Simple Supper 

6p    Midweek@ Congopres 

6p    Kids Club 

7p    Choir 

12 
10am Lunch    

Bunch to  

Pie Safe Bakery 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

13 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
 
9a  Worship 
       w/ Children’s Church 

10a  Fellowship 
11a  Worship 
12n  Fellowship 
5:30p Wired 
6:30p Youth Dinner 
7p  YIPPY 

16 
 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

17 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

 

18 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12p Wed. in the Word 

5p  Children’s Chime  

      Choir 

5:30p  Simple Supper 

6p   Midweek@ Congopres 

6p   Parents Class 

6p   Kids Club 

7p   Choir 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

20 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

21 
 

22 
9a  Worship 
       w/ Children’s Church 

10a  Fellowship 
11a  Worship 
12n  Fellowship 
5:30p Wired 
6:30p Youth Dinner 
7p   YIPPY 

23 
9a Sr. Exercise        

 

 

 

6:45p  Women’s 
             Bible Study 

24 
9a LINK  

    Volunteers 

9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

25 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a   Sr. Exercise 

12p Wed. in the Word 

5p   Children’s Chime  

       Choir 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p   Midweek@ Congopres 

6p   Kids Club 

7p   Choir 

26 
 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

27 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
10a Sweet Hour  

       of Prayer 

29 
9a Worship 
      w/ Children’s Church 

10a Fellowship 
11a Worship 
12n Fellowship 
5:30p Wired 
6:30p Youth Dinner 
7p  YIPPY 

30 
9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

    

Food Bank  
Sunday 

LINK  
Deadline 

10a ~ 2p 
Woman’s 
Luncheon  

& Inspiration 

6:30p 
Dining 
With  

Friends 

7p 
Ring Praise 

Handbell 
Concert 


